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S A PRODUCT of Marviand's Jim Crow public
school system, Clarence Mitchell Jr.. newly
from Lincoin Untversity in Pennsyi-

vania and now a reporter for the Afro-American. took a
strong interest in the epic tion struggle that
was being launched in the 1930s by the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored Peopie. He ca-
gerly watched as Charles Hamiiton Houston, formeriy
vice dean of the Howard University Law School. and his
pruu:ge Thurgood Marshall, also a native of Baltimore,

made Maryiand the successful testing ground for the
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NAACP’'s assauits on segregation in public education
and discrimination in teachers’ salaries. As Houston
maintained:

“The NAACP recognizes the fact that the discrimina-
tions which the Negro suffers in education are merely
part of the generai pattern of race prejudice in American
iife, and ft knows that no attack on discrimination in
education can have any far-reaching effect unless it is
bmndmagcnemlanacknnd.lmnunauonamm
ganon in ail phases of American life.”

The jump in black college enroliment, from 5.231 in
1922 to 22.609 in 1932, increased pressure fmm
blacks for entry into grad
in the border states ‘and the South where they were
barred. Houston. as the NAACP's chief counsel.
launched the attack on the South’s Jin Crow college
system in 1935 by suing the University of Maryiand to
gamadmlsalonforDomldGamaMumymLhatmstj
tution’s law school. Houston's ultimate goal was the
abolition of segregation at all ievels of public schools.
from nursery to universities.

The case was a cause celebre for oppressed minori-
ties and began Houston' s practice of using Maryland as
the locus tor filing lawsuits: he feit that Baitimore's
vibrant, courageous NAACP branch and a fighting
press were important allies and improved his chances
of winning such cases. ’mewsealsorcwuemedthe
first of Houston's great ach k

Y ic fr k for lmv lgal
segregation in other areas as weil, such as houstng and
labor. Houston's approach was a systematic one, based
on sdecﬂngmwimclwlcgalmmmng
negative preced and
or mass interest in each case. Consequﬂllly. the court-
room during triai of the Murray case was

Juanita Mitcheli recaiis: **He would call Mama. ‘Miss
Lillte, l'llbeover. Get me a crowd. We'll be in so and so
court room.' " Then Lillie Carroil Jackson. president of
the Baltimore NAACP branch, wouid get other NAACP

actvists to P calls. I also
worked var of this app h. For ie, he
's NAACP leack whom he espe-

clauv admired. to file other anti-discrimination suits,
and the NAACP made its resources avaiiable to him.
Mitchell was assigned to cover the trial in the Balti-

uphill 12-block route to the Afro-American’s affice to
write that history had been made when Judge Eugene
O'Dunne granted a writ of mandamus requiring the
regenutondmltuumyntome Hlspnge*meuory

Victory in Baltimore
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gave a clear and detatled account of the courtroom dra-
ma and the constitutional issues at stake and reveaied
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Maryland establish the reason of race as a cause for

barrtng Mr. Murray from the University?"” LeViness re-

sponded “Yes. luspuwcpoucydthlsmtetoexdude
d from

Mm:heils)oyuvu'mev!ctwy

ﬁomt.hebqnnug.mthaaﬂytnnsd‘them
ing, to the close at 5 p.m. — past normal g time
— the case was a sharp of legal

and court wi "Mm:hdlbrlmmed'lthpndeuwnml-

the duct of the three black la
hnndlmgtheaae.l-‘mtheopmmgofmehanng.lt
was clear that Charies T. LeViness [IL, the white assist-
ant general, was no match for them.

attorney
Judge O'Dunne asked LeViness, “'Does the state of

by white and to maintain
a of education.”
Mitchell was astonished to hear LeViness contend

apply. so most p

gemngmmmemte-ﬁmdedunnusity LeViness toid

the court that the legislature had passed the 1935 law
creating a Commission on ng)ler Education for Negroes -
in response (0 “"growing demand.”

In addition to Princess Anne Academy. the other
higher-education l'acﬂlty for blacks was Morgan Coilege.
Although Ray d A. Pearson, pr of the Univer-
sity of Maryiand. maintained that Princess Anne pro-
vided equal education. he was forced to acknowiedge
inequaiities in the teaching staff. equipment and gener-
al administration.

“Finally. under a cross-fire of questioning by Drs
Houston. Dr. Pearson said that he — when denying Mr..
Murray entrance — knew that the appiicant had little:,
more than a hope of getting any financial assistance for
education from the state.” The most damaging admis””
sion from university officials. however. was that the
state provided no alternative institution for black ap=
plicants like Murray who wanted to study law. L ana

Mitchell proudly reported that Marshall during thg,,

ts before Judge O'Dunne had raised the cen-
tral issue of the Gong Lum v. Rice case. There,. if"
denying Martha Lum's plea for admission to a wirte-
school. Chief Justice Willlam Howard Taft had takens
special pains to point out that the court was bound,tn,.,
assume that there was a school to which a non-white
girl might conveniently go. Had her petition mentio:
that she had no alternative school tn her neighborhood.”
the outcome wouid have been different.

Marshall aiso cited the Piper v. Pine District case i
which a 15-vear-old Indian girl in California won adnus-,
sion to a white state public school because no provision
had been made for equal Indian education. Such dispar-
ity was ruled to be a violation of the 14th Amendment:~™

Without leaving the bench. Judge O'Dunne thae-
same day ordered the University of Maryland to admits.
Murray his 14th-A di rights had beeq,
violated. As Marylanders saw it. freedom bells were_
ringing loudly. Mitchell spoke for many blacks, no
doubt the majority, when he saki that he previousiy had**
thought such a decision tmpossibie. But from that time.+
he later recalled. “'l couid see trernendous significance..
for the law and I could see countless situations where
injustice couid be corrected by appiication of the law.™

The Afro-American, while celebrating the Murray
victory, the same day also another prevaii-
ing sore point involving unequal teachers’ salaries. The

editorial revealed publisher Carl Murphy’'s impatience
with blacks who were afraid to discrimination
by sharply criticizing the Maryland State Colored
Teachers Assoctation. Murray's victory. the editorial
said. “'should make every thinking citizen boil with
conccrn *that the Colon:d Teachers Association had not.

C the laries on behalf of its
members. ‘‘Like the five foolish virgins, the association
slumbers and sleeps. The citizens are still interested.
the money s still available’ for the teachers wishing to”
make the challenge. i

Th hall the following year took chargeot
the NAACP's legai drive for cquahzxuon of teachers,;
salaries. The resuiting victories in Maryland and
throughout the South further served to strengthen’
Mitchell's faith in the law: “Inexorably. the blacks ‘of
Marylandandmanydmﬂrfnendsofotharaeesamu
religious faiths worked to end these injustices.'” [N
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