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Enclosed is 2 copy of 2 letter

sed

rezard to the :rooc

aadressed to Senator Lielvin in

hill to provide scholirshizs fer Negroes. Ve

wsuld =zonreciste n word from ou on this very

important subject.

Sincerely yours,
Hon. Harry 7. Nice WMQ“M
Governor

Annapolis, Mzrvland.
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fienator Fidﬁ@lj e Melyvin,
fitate Tousa
Annapolis, Taryland,

far A DAL entitled An Aet Lo add a
subeLitle and elght new seetisns
Lo Articls 490 of the Annot.ted
Code of Maryland, 1935, Fupnlement,
title “iInterraoial Comminsion®,
said sub-title to read "Vegro tohvlare
BhipsT.ee

Dear Senators

It 43 with rogret that the above entitlied
b1l has besn brought Lo the atbsntion of ihe National
Agaoceiation for the Advancoment eof Colored Peoples It
has boen our balief thuat after ths deeision in the
case of Pearson v. Hurray (University of Haryland Cese)
the Genoral Ascembly of lhe Htate of Maryland would
take the nogsesary ateps Lo follow this declefon of
the Court of Appeals of Haryland. Inatead ef doing
this, the proposed bill would totally disregard this
decision and attempt Lo perpetuate the diserimination
of the Univoroity of Maryland bty legislative fiat
contrary to ihe ldéth Amendment of the United States
and the Const.tution and laws of the Jtats of Yaryland,

This Lill considsred as a wiole denies to
gqualificd MNegroes the right (o attend the Univeroity
of Yaryland and any of ite schoole including tha proe
- fessinal schoole. It ovon mentions the law school
and is theroby atlempling to overrule the decision of
the Court of Appeals of Maiyiand in the aforementioned
University of Ma:yland Cass whish elearly ostablished
the right of Negroes %o attoend the law school and i
broad enough to include the othor professional schiools,



£2 faren 16, 1537
]

conator L.ely e T8ivin

such a gesture by the licneral Assembly of Yaryland
would cortainly Le declared iivaiid Ly the Court of
Appeals. Ascordirg to tLals case and other caans
tiuou hout the countery, the only way to irawfully
rofuse admisaicn of qualified Tegro students Lo stat.
scuoole ic Lo actually ocstablish aeparaluv, but equal,
schoolo for tne oducation of Negrnoes,

lo effort is made in this L1ll to estabdblish
suparato, but oqual professional schools, ‘'nd-'r th-se
oircunstances, agcording to the adjuiicated caces,
qualifiod legro applicante Lo the University of Maryland
professional sshool must bs admiited,

ot oniy do th. casus cstablish that right,
but it aloo mours to be ths only logical solutions b
ths "Confercnee of Lhe liivision of CUoepuration in
ducatiosn and l'ace “elatlions”, hald in Yorth Carslina
on Degunber 9, 133€¢, the following reparis vere nmadot

rresident Yordccal Johnson of :iovard ‘nive.. iy
pontionud Lne onibility of e, roes attoni ihe
Unive: 8ity of lorth larolina. :lo says, tLhe law
should bs chanced and vhat §t 1e tioe for a few
Negrocs Lo bL: education with menbors of the whit.
raoc, He sugg.eted tie pooscibiilty of begin ing
in such fluvide as .aw or he ‘oclal  cloncus,
e Johninon t.ainks that suel cont.cts would coni=
trivute to epirituel undarctandin, and nould
eventually raoait in bolter race rdation: in the
country.*

"re e e “wbree of the os-cuwald round.tion w.e

of thoe opinion th:ut the confer:uge should go on
record as favaring griulual faciliticec for both
racos at the sase inotitutions That &5, he uihinks
that tho t.e.8 should o2 eduealed to, etiasr on the
gradu.te level, ile sald graduate facilitics in
Fegro schoule would tend to ba inforior. e ‘mbroe
intisated that §L wouli tale four hundred dollars

& your p.r uroon 1. egroos sho 1d bo given
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Senator ‘1dgely Pe Melvin

gradiuaste tacilitien ou.stde of the Ttale®.

The Iollowing”findin.e" wer< adopted Uy
the conforeice on legesbor 1Cthi

*The conferenge is further of the aopinion that
i1dsally, Loth frow the point of view of sconomy
in Lhe use of the mont o of the  Ltato a8 v%:ll
as Ltho ultivate alrms of hi her eduscation, “hao
beat vway of m:eting the graduate and professi:nal
noods of Nogro studenits ir Lo adnit thom Lo
fagili.lce available in tho existing Li, hey grade
fnstitutione of the . Late,"

It seens fros a comparison of the prop-sed
bill with Lhe ctutementa atove that nerth Carolina is
far in advance of Maryland in making a seriou effart
to solve this problem,

Th. propanced "scholars.. na" arc limited to
thos "w.o can ot obtaln: d-mired couresn at “argar or
Princecs Ann: Tollec:a"e  organ Collegs offers a fa.l
fo.ur year undergraduitc course, Thorefors, the scholars
siilpc are actuslly 1isited to aprlican‘e fo- graduste
and profsssional study., “Icholarships® for giaduate
or proressional :study as an ej.ivalent for admission to
the inive city of “aryland aro declared inva.i. uy the
Court.e, Thus, ths propesed bill actually provides far
nothing oscopl an aitonpt to overridc the Conetitution
of the UYnlted . Lutces aud the laws o, aryland w%ith as
szall an outlay of money as posviile.

You .annot purchase tue Constitutionai
ri hts of tihe Nogro-s of th: Ltate of !a yland for
845,000 o year and at ihe same tine approp: iate more
than w0 and a quarter tii.ilon dollurs Lo the inivsisity
of faryland and other ..Lateealded institutione for your

whito citigens. !ot only do you orfer your white students
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onator ‘ldpely G, Cohvin

oducation witiiin the 't:t: of Yaryland dbut you

als» awapd 845,07 in scholarshipns and then attempt
Lo deny admission of tiegro s %2 he niveiniiy of
Yaryland by ;iving thoo a total of 40 ,CGC wiich I
understand s to be eut to £30, OC,

e, therefore, requost an opportunity to
bo hoad at %h: comni'tee hoaring on tiis biil,

Very sraly youras,

Assletant paciai Cour eol,

o/
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Josiah Diggs = e S . P - 5
Joslan Diggs _ ‘ . The ‘ational ..szociation i the
Rev. M. T. Waters advancement of Colored People 1is opposed to senator
Alida Frisb, 2idr- j2d ERVR 3 At A N
[ida Frisby ..1d::§rlrg L.J.elv;n S ’2111 waleh procoses a Commission
Bradford James on .iigher Zducation ror _.egroes.

Rev. J. Timothy Boddie

Dr. Geo. McDonald ' - .

Toin Becry o e ire opposed to tae me:rure for
Eleanor Swift reasons uiich are included in 2 letc

Rev. Ward D. Yerby N e? Tin Y COTY Lof 4 1TeT < 3 © berv to 3en‘ator
Eotelle Young el e a 5y uhle letver is sent herewith. It
W. P. Milner is our hope vinat you will join us in an effort to
Henry E. Ayers . prevent t.ie enactment of tuls legislation.

Sincerely yours . .
| ani yEtle n }o-okand

(iirs.) Lillie ii. Jackson
President

Lid:c
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Senator Ridgely P. lielvin
General Assembly
Annapolis, ld.

Dear Senator lelvin:

There has come-to our atteation
& bill proposed LY you to establish a Commission on
llegro Scholarships. This bill 13 aimed at the per-
petuation 9f the discrininatlion by refusing admis-
sion of quslified liesroes to the University of lLary-
land. ’

e carried the case of Cecarson
V. aurray through tie courts of lisryland to the end
thst the Court of Appeala docided tiat qualified
ilegroes could not be denicd sduigssion to the law
school of the University of laryland. ow we find
you introducing a bill to disrogard the esvuablished
rishts of llegro students and to suvstitute thererfore
a system of scholasships ror studi-outuide the State.

The Daltimoro 3ranch of the lla=
tional Association Jor the advanceriont of Colored
Feople hereby protesta againat the introduction of
the bill and urgently requests you to give careful
consideration to the needs of llegroes in education
and their right to attend the University of Lary-
land.

Very sincorely rours

{(irs.) Lillie . Jacison
President
JR-ASY.]



CXECUTIVE QRPARIMENT

ANNAPOLIS, MD.

COPY

March 17th, 1337,

drs. Lillie ¥, Jackson,
President, %.4.4.C.P.,
1627 Druid £111 avenue,
Baltimore, Laryland.
Dear irs. Jacksons

I can beat answer your favor of ‘larch
15th by enclosing copy of letter written by me this
day to dr. Thurgood {arshall, of the Hational
dsacciation for the Advancemeat of Colored People,

ina New York.

Sincerely yours,

Governor.



ANNAPOLIS. MD.

.S COPY

Marck 17th, L257.

dr. Thurgood Marshall,

Nat!l Ass'n for the Advancesment
of Colored Peopls,

69 Fifth Avenne,

jew York, .lew York.

Dear ir. iarshall:

I a= glad that you have sent a letter to
Senstor “elvin, copy of which you have sent 1o ne.

It is logical, =2nd should be followsed,
but, unfortunately, the situation in the Maryiand
General issembly in conneetion with Legislation
dealing with Colored People, is not clear.

I sbail do everything in my power to
bring about some real benefiocial Legislation. I
think that you will sgree with me that during =y
terz of office, I have sndeavored to the limit of
ny ability to do those things which have been in
the interest of your group, and I shall continus to do
30 until the end of xy term.

Very truly yours,
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March 19, 1937

Hon. Harry V. Nice,
Governor, State of Maryland,
Annapolls, Maryland.

Dear Governor Ilice:

Thank you for your letter of
March 17 and for your very splendid statement
of the sitnation in the laryland Genersl
Agsgembly in connection with legislation effect-
ing Negroes.

We have been informed of several attempts
to amend the lelvin Bill. /e are not willing to
go along with any of the proposed amendments. I
believe the iegroes of the 3State of Maryland, and
I am a citizen of the State of Maryland, have
gone along with the State on this gunestion of
higher education since the University of Maryland
decision. We are now insisting that either the
State Legislature take steps to comply with this
decision or %e will be forced to militantly
protect our rights.

Very truly yours

TM: AG Asslstant 8pecial Counsel.

ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU. 213 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
Have You Written Your Senators aud Congressmen Urging Support of the Federal Antx-Lynclung Bill?
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sarch 1y, 1937

Jenator Rldepely U. lled
Chairzan, “ocmmittoe
State Senate,

ipnapolis, laryl

6TET—_—-—\\\\\/
caticn,

7y dear Cenato

I

CAveral dayc ago con-

cerning <o croste ccholar-

shipe 2

retaorned from ‘aryland
f the circumstances
I+ geews %that “he ;rc-
gircalarized =nd +that :ev-
ade prorosed umendments Yo
sre nos seoexs® to be an effort to
bill as tc cover up its parrosse
g0 cbvioans in your crizinal sro-
~¢ have read the amendments pro-
eral groaps and 7e are analterably
the amendmpente as wsell as tc the
. ™o re-state cur -ocition let it
anderatood that the Tational .iss0-
c for .he idvancemen®t cf "oleorsd "eople
_ . 18 oppozed to any hill oroviding ccholarships
for Jegroes as a sabstilute Zfor education 1in
the 'niversity of Zaryland purfuant tc the

I have jus
avestization

¢ phrase tho



senator Ridgely . lfedvin darch 19, 1537

decision in the case cf "earson va. .juxray (‘the University
of laryland case).

7a have also heard distorted reports that Dre. He C.
3grd cf the Tniversit; of Uaryland wlong with his followers
in *he .tate Tegiclaturs, sers successful in the
$30,000,00 appropriation for scholarships ta
baciz in the budget. This statoment haa been
licity, in the hope of creating the wistaren
sresident of she University of ‘‘aryiand and
iators are -iving something to the llegroes.
that nothins is =2ctually being given; that g
“ggroes are cntitled To admission to Abkg
land and that this so-catled zift of
an =ttaewnt tc dercrive Tegrces of i
vignts.

given wide pub-
clief Shat the
state Legis=

dins to inwu,
of llary-
n realit;

sore ieexs 50 Lolve
dins the cnastion

are therefora, calllng
tr, 70 take <he necesg-
Tiznte of rour erRTr0
sak™as those f your

\tto $0 circumvent
geholarcnip bill or =with

The -‘tate Tegiclatnre/;
ke lmportant ~roblomg ¢ “ho §
st the tizher ocdacation of Tegroe
upcn rou, in roar rerrecsentative Iw
are~ ctecs -6 ~rotect hs cog
cliizens =c a hiher adugafi-e
white citizens and Lo rgf
these rirnts by the rekpnt rroposey]
“he -roposed amendmentg

troly,

issistant iUpecial lounsedl.

T AG



March 19, 1937

Dr. H. C. 3yrd,
»resident, Universit

Coilege Fark, llarylg

eryland,

Desr Dr. 3yrd:

sent you a cony of
n on kis proposed

a letter to senato )
ivs for Jegroes. .

bill to create schola

d\several revorts
F' this bill as well

very lo

centere afftempt of the Board of

Regents ¥ ity of Usrylana to de-

prive I r constitutional right to
ot so long ago it was

‘or the Jegro citizens of the State
to expvend large sums of money 1in
asa through to the Court of Appeals
have the said Board of Regents
cnstitution and laws of the State
shich they, as State officers, were
llow. Ifow it seems that the same
Regents through you as its representa-
tive is attempting to circamvent this decision.

carrying &
in order t

7e have in oar office many letters
from Negro students of lMaryland reguesting our



Jr. €. C. Byrd -4 Jlarcn 19, 1937

alid in obtaining their adamission to your school. .'e have
parnosely reirzined from advising these students shile await~
ing word from you as to what measure you or the State Legis-
latare aould propose to solve the (uestion of the aigher
education of Negroes in the 3tate of llaryiand. .Je are now
firmly convinced that the attitude is to totally evade the

question.

that you were
turned to the
yland 4o not
generosity
Stadents;

Several revorts have been circulat
rem onsible for having the scholarship fuand
budget. The Negro citizeans of the State of !
believe that this was actuated by any wotive
on your, nart or of any sincere =ish

visions to attemnt
of Maryland.

Ve are therefore call
of the State University tc talfe
vide constitutionally for the
according to the University of L
. establishing 2 _sevnarate but ¢
groes; or o admit Hegroe§ 46

a University for Le-
‘b{§ity of Margland.

TY: AG
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¥arch 20th, 1937.

Yr. Thurgood ftarshal,
Jav'l ise'n for the
Advancesent of Colarsd People,
69 Fifth Avenues,

dew York City, New York.

iy dear Hr, Yarshal:

Thanks for your favor of March 19th. iUy
very latest advices are to the effeet that the $50,000
has been restored to the Budget in the fora as originaily
proposed by me, and I am hoping that this will be the

final decision of the daryland General Assembly.

Sincerely yours,

Governor.



