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e abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion and waging \ inft us,
;f i H:i: it i Ko ravaged our Coafts, byrat our Towng, ma%ﬁh; g

-

T

e, M
? -
{

A DECLARATION

By THE REPRESENTATIVES oF Tux

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

IN GENERAL C;ON;G;RESS ASSEMBLED.
,1, i ~

_ e i ,
HE N in the Courle of human Events, it becomes necefiary fof ohe People 1o diflolve the Political Bands neftid
with another, and to affume among the Powers of @Wﬂ fn';:a.rgé:‘ﬂnd cj:l‘.l Station’ to which t:iﬂ Ifmh‘:;cﬁimm % tﬁ
Nurmg;lnd entitle them, adecent Refpect to the Opigions of Mankind tequires they fhould declare the caufes which impel nthcm
to the ratron. * ! ; -
Wz hold thefe Truths to be felfeevident, that all ‘Men are ‘equal, that they are endowed thei i ;
+ -=- - yunalienable Rights, that among thefe are L Libqrzf-.and the Purfiic prpincfl-—hfy’l’lut to fecure lhb:}; Ri;ucr?‘::mmmm cr.::._;:
inftitated among Men, deriving their jult Powers from hth:e*(fanfm of the Governed, thit whenever any Form of Government becomes defiructive of t
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abalith it, and to inflitute new Government, Iaying its Foundation on fuch Principles, and orpanixi
its Powers in fuch Form, us to them fhall feem moft likely to effedt their Sﬂf%md Happinefs, Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Gu-ru;xmmurﬁang ?L

tablithed fhould not be changed for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Expericnce hath thewn, that Mankind are more dif; ila
Evils are fulferable, than to right themfelves by abolifhing the Forms to which they arc accaftomed. But when a long Train of Abufes m&m{ﬁ:}f,:;‘:f:. f:!:f]tl:-
ing invariably the fame Obje®, evinces a Defign to reduce them undgeablolute W Right, it is their Duty, to throw off fisch -mm.
and to provide new Guards for their future Secarity. Such has been the patient Su crance of thefe Colonies; and fuch is now the Neceffity Whichu : I::n“u it
them to alter their former S{.ﬂm: of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated Injuries and Ufurpations, all
having in dire@ Obje&t the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Fatts be fubmitted to 2 candid World. iz :

He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and nt:cﬂ;{ for the public Good. &f - _

He has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fu ded in their Operation till his AfR: :
and when ﬁ}t!!'u}'p:nd:d;ﬁhc has E,:.t“tj;'m lﬂé]:d to ﬂt:gditu th;‘:ﬂ;; D b o {'::{' p cnt thould be “hmﬂﬂ-’t!

He has refuled 1o other Laws for ccommodation of large ] co unlels thole People would relinqui : -
the l.cﬁnmrt, a Right ineMimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants argf: _ g : P quith the Right of Reprefentation in
- Hx has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofitory of their public Records, for the Gle Purpofe of
fatiguing them inte Compliance with his Meafures. : _ : Pe

He has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnels his Invafions on the Rights of the People.

He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diflolutions, to qau.ﬁi others to be ele@ted ; whereby the Legiflative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have re-
turned to the People at large for their exercife; the State remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dmﬁn of Invafion from without, 2nd Convulfions within

Hzx has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States 3 for that Purpofe obftrutting the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refufing to pafs uﬂ]r_-,r;
to encourage their Migrations hither, and mifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of E,r;»,m;lg_t

He has obfirufted the Adminiltration of Jufhce, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenurc.of their Offices, and the Amount and Payment of their Salaries,

Hg has ere@ced a Muliitude of ncw Offices, and fent hither, Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat oar their Subftance.

He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies,. without the confent of our Legillatures, :

Hg has affected to render the Military independent of and {uperior to the Civil Power. . :

He has combined with others to fubje® us to a Jurifdi¢tion foreiga to our Conftitution, and usacknowledged by our Laws; giving his Aflent to their AQs of

ret=nded Legillation : j .

i Fonr qu:::Ering large Bodics of Armed Troops among us : : : %

For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punithment for any Murders which they thould commit on the Inhabitants of thefe States :

For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World :

For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :

Fon depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :

For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences:

For abolithing ﬁw free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablithing therein.an arbitrary Government, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame ablolute Rule inu:%th:f: Colonies : :

_For taking away our Charters, abolithing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundsmentally the Forms of our Gavernments : :

/ For fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatloever.

&

: t Peaple. | .

Hrz is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of forcign Merceparies to com orks of Death, Defolxtion, and Tyriany, alread ith &ra

E'I.‘lmﬂ.'lm;ﬂ of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Ages, and totally unworthy the Head of n.:i?ilitad Nagnnﬂ B g

H & has cenfirained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high'Scas to bear Arms xgniuf{ their Country, to become the Executioners of their Friends ‘ind
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Haods. . ,

H £ has excited domeftic Infurrections amongit us, and has endeayoured to bring on the Inhabitants of our Frontiers, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whoie

" * known Ruleof Warfase; is ant undiftinguithed Deftrucion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. .

In every ftage of thefe Oppreflions w= have Petitioned for Redtels i the molt humble Terms ¢ Our repmudlpﬂiﬁﬂm R T e {
ed hjury? A Prince, whafe Charadter is thus marked by every alt which may define 2 Tyrant, is unfit to be the Ruler of a free F:Dpl: wered only by repéat
N o »_have we been wanting in Attentions to vur Britith Brethren, 'We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts by their Legiflature to extend an

P Jurifdi&ion over us. We have reminded them of the Circum{lances of our Em?-ntiau and Settlement here.  We have appealed to their native
ifa

Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our

Connedtions and Correfpondence. They too have been deaf to the Viice of Juftice and of Confanguinity. 'We mult, therefore, acquiefce i
denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemies in War, inppnﬂij Pt acquicice in the Necellity, which

0 'WWe, therefore, th;ll‘ﬂ)mf:n-.ﬁvu ofthe UNITED STATESOF AMERICA, in Gexxrar Congrrss, Affembled, ap-<

‘abfolved from all iance to the Britith Crown, and that all political - Connetion between them and the State of Great-Britain, is and Tk
folved ; and thatas Fr¥x AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, mlﬂchm;:;;ﬁ;mhﬂ'mﬁgﬁi

; e sbemas i Eioo of et > we matually p!;:dsg-tnmh other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred Honor.
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ealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Re&itude of our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the People of thef: W
lfhhiimmdﬂﬁc]]m. That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, Free AHDIIHD!:EHDEE?: Sﬁ?tt:icﬂi?mﬂ :z

Commerce, and to doall other A@sand Things which InperPENDENT STATES may of right do. And for the fu of this Declaration, with a
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15. Pusric REcorp OFFICE
(Admiralty Records, Adm. 1[487/34¢)

As a result of folding, a few holes are evident at lines 17/18, cen-
ter, and 51 /52, left and center. Figure 67 written in pencil at upper
left, line 1; figure 3¢ printed in ink at upper right, line 1.
Endorsement on verso, between lines 4 and 16 of recto: “Declara-
tion of the / Congress /| No 4 / In Lord Howe’s Ltr |/ of 28
July 1776.” The heavy backing sheet has been cut to render
this endorsement visible, Tear in left margin and text, lines
41-52, repaired. Folded twice horizontally and thrice vertically
quite unevenly. Transmitted in a letter of Vice Adm. Lord
Richard Howe from his flagship, the Eagle, “off of Staten Island,”
dated July 28, 1776. The text of the letter relating to the
Declaration is found on the third page and reads: “I have added
hereto a Copy of the Declaration issued by the American Congress
the 4th. of this Month and a New-York Paper containing the
Constitution framed in Consequence, in the Provinces of Jersey
and Virgin[ia].” The paper was the New-York Gazette and Weekly
Mercury, Monday, July 22, 1476. Reproduced in 1776: The British
Story of the American Revolution (Greenwich: National Maritime
Museum, 1976), the exhibition catalog prepared for the display
at Greenwich, England. A description of the broadside appears on
p. 75, entry no. 103, and a partial reproduction on p. 477%.
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