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I, ^jj_- do swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution 

of the United States; and that I will be faithful and bear true 

allegiance to the state of Maryland, and support the constitution and 

laws thereof;  and that I will to the best of my skill and judgment, 

diligently and faithfully, without partiality or prejudice execute the 

office of St. Michaels Town Policeman (or patrolman) according to the 

Constitution and the Laws of this State, and such ordinances as the 

Commissioners of St. Michaels shall from time to time enact, and such 

rules for the conduct and behavior of the patrolman of the 'i'own of 

St. Michaels as the Commissioners of St, Michaels shall enact. 

And I believe in the existence of God, 

^ l/^W^ez***^ S-X-^uti*^-^ 
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Keeping of Animals or Fowl In Other Than Stockyards. Any person who keeps 
or desires to keep or Intends to engage In the business of keeping any animals 
or domestic fowl or tame birds or reptiles within the Incorporated limits of 
any municipality or within the limits of any recognized community shall register 
that fact with the health department, and also give information as to the 
number and kind of animals, birds, fowl or reptiles to be so kept with the 
health department unless specifically exempted under these regulations, and 
shall be held responsible by the health officer, whether exempted or not, for 
the maintenance of all such premised in a clean and sanitary condition in 
conformance with all applicable provisions of the sanitary code. 

Exceptions to registration required above shall be made whenever: 
a. The animal kept or to be kept as a pet, dog, cat, rabbit, or similar 

animal commonly called a pet, owned by a person residing on the premises, does 
not exceed a total of two over four months old, end is not an animal or fowl, 
or a reptile prohibited under this or any other section of the sanitary code, 

b. The animals or fowl are kept or to be kept on premises 1 acre or 
more in area and intended to be used only for private use and not for any 
business, sale or hire, 

c. The animals, fowl, birds or reptiles are kept in a zoological garden 
or similar exhibition place under ownership and supervision of a public agency, 

d. Animals or fowl are kept in approved laboratories for experimental 
purposes, 

e. Animals or fowl are kept or maintained on a farm. 

In addition to permits otherwise required under the sanitary dode and 
except for the exemptions named above, a specific permit shall be obtained from 
the health officer for the keeping of animals or fowl within any municipality 
or recognized community as follows: 

a. The keeping of one or more swine, sheep, goats, horses, asses, 
donkey, mules, ponies, cows, or animals raised for fur-bearing purposes. 

b. The keeping of more than 20 chickens or pigeons over ^ months old, 
c  The temporary keeping of domestic animals for the purpose of shoeing, 
d. The shelter of large domestic animals temporarily or peiroanently in 

such places as stables, stalls, barns or paddocks, 
e. The keeping of more than six dogs or cats over 6 months old, 
f. The keeping of more than two rabbits or guinea pigs more than l\. 

months old, 
g. The keeping of more than two ducks, geese or turkeys over l\. months old 

No person may keep any animal, fowl or reptile in or on any premises where 
such keeping is prohibited by law or ordinance of any municipality; or is 
prohibited as a use of property by the zoning commission; or is prohibited by 
a regulation of the building inspector, fire prevention bureau or any other 
governmental authority having competent Jurisdiction, 

The following are specific prohibitions within the area of Jurisdiction: 
a. No person other than a zoological garden owner may keep a poisonous 

reptile of any kind or a wild animal with vicious propensities on any premises, 
b. No person may be issued a permit to keep any animal or fowl, the 

keeping of which requires a special permit unless: 
1, The animal or fowl were being kept on such premises in compliance 

with the sanitary code and without nuisance prior to the passage of this section, 
2, The anii^al or fowl can be kept on premises in compliance with 

all applicnble provisions of the sanitary code in area where not more than three 
dwelling units or rooming units or a combination of either totaling three were 
within 100 ft, of the structure, housing such animal or fowl at the time th» 
permit was applied for. 
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c. No person requiring a permit to keep animals whose premises now areor 
subsequent to the adoption of these regulations become a part of a municipality 
by annexation, may reapply gor such permit applicable to such premises after 
any pemit held under the provisions of a, or b, above has been revoked bv the 
health officer, and; J 

!• No animal or fowl on or in such premises may be restocked from 
sources outside the premises unless authorized to do so by the health officer* 

2. Whenever premises come Within a restricted area wherein the 
keeping of such animals or fowl is prohibited by reason of zoning, fire, or 
other such ordinance as specified tebove, or whenever such premises become a 
nuisance for reasons beyond the permit holder's control, the health officer 
shall give notice of intention to revoke the pemit for keeping animals or fowl 
applicable to such premises and shall specify a time limit not exceeding six 
months from date of issuance of the notice for disposal or removal of all 
prohibited animals or fowl from such premises, and the permit shall automaticallj 
be revoked at the close of business on the last day specified for the expiration 
of the time limit, 

3. Whenever a chicken coop, dove cote, dog kennel, rabbit warren, 
or other yaM  or establishment where small animals or fowl are kept shall be 
maintained closer than 1+0 feet to any tenement or apartment house, hotel, 
restaurant, boarding house, retail food stores, building used for school, 
religious or hospital purposes, or residence other than that occupied by the 
owner or occupant of the premises upon which said creatures are kept, the 
permit shall be revoked. 

Every stable or other building wherein any animal such as swine, sheep, g 
goats, horses, asses, donkeys, mules, ponies, cows or animals raised for fur- 
bearing purposes is kept shall be constructed of such material and in such 
manner that it can be kept clean and sanitary at all times. 

a. Every such stable or other building occupied by authority of a 
special permit shall be provided with a watertight and fly tight receptacle for 
manure, of such dimension as to contain all accumalations of manure, which 
receptacle shall be emptied sufficiently often and in such manner as to prevent 
its becoming a nuisance.  Said receptacle shall be kept securely covered at all 
times except when open during the deposit or removal of manure or refuse.  No 
manure shall be allowed to accumulate except in such receptacle, 

b. The health officer shall require such measures as are necessary to 
avoid a nuisance, and shall require that any such building be screened tightly 
against flies, and that it be provided with running water, sewer drain connectior 
flooring impervious to water, and that such other measures be taken as may be 
necessary ti insure proper protection to public health and safety and compliance 
with the sanitary code as conditions precedent to the issuance of any such 
special permit. 

All structures, pens, coops, or yards wherein small animals or fowl are 
kept or permitted to be kept, shall be maintained in a clean and sanitary 
condition, devoid of all rodents and vermin, and free from objectionalle odors, 

a. The interior walls, ceilings, floors, partitions, and appurtenances 
of all such structures shall be whitewashed or painted annually or oftener as 
the health officer shall direct, 

b. The health officer, upon the complaint of any individual or person, 
shall inspect any such structure or premises and issue any such order as may 
be necessary to carry out the provisions of this code. 

No person shall suffer or pemit any horses, mules, donkeys, ponies, cattle, 
sheep, goats, swine, rabbits, chickens, geese, ducks or turkeys of which he is 
the owner, caretaker or custodian to be at large within a municipality.  Any 
such creature shall be deemed to be at large when it shall be off the premises 
owned or rented by its owner and unaccompanied by the owner or an agent or 
employee of the owner, the caretaker, or the authorized custodian* 





No manure shall be dumped or left unsupervlsed on any street, alley, 
sidewalk, or on any open area or lot in any inhabited portion of any munici- 
pality.  Neither shall any manure be used to grade in whole or in part any 
sidewalk, street or public area in such mwiicipalities unless said manure be 
completely covered with at least Ij. inches of dirt. 

No waste vegetable matter or animal matter, 4sed for the feeding of swine 
sheep, goats, cows, chickens, geese, or ducks, shall be cooked within the city 
limits* 
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NOTICE 

The Commissioners of St.  Michaels have entered into a contract with Tri- 

County Services, Inc. for collection of garbage and trash in the Town of St. Michaels. 

The garbage and trash to be collected are subject to the following conditions: 

(a) Fiber boxes, hedge cuttings and trimmings shall be cut up to not more 
than four (4) ft. in length and tied in bundles not exceeding 60 lbs. 

(b) Newspapers and magazines shall be tied in bundles of not more than 30 lbs. 

(c) Grass and leaves shall be placed in baskets of not more than one bushel 
capacity. 

(d) Hot ashes or coals in containers will not be collected. 

(e) Building materials, explosives, poisons, acids, caustics, dirt, sod or 
stone will not be collected. 

(f) Garbage and trash will   not be collected if in containers larger than 
specified below; 

(1) For garbage alone - not more than 20 gals. 

(2) For trash - not more than 20 gals. , with total weight of trash 
containers full not exceeding 60 lbs. 

(g) Garbage and trash will not be collected unless placed  within reasonable 
distance of the curb line of the streets and accessible to the streets. 

(h)  Maximum pick up at any unit stop on the day appointed for collection of 
garbage shall be two 20 gaL trash cans,  one 60 lb.  bundle of cartons, two 30 lb. 
bundles of paper and magazines, two one bushel baskets of grass and leaves, and 
one 60 lb.  bundle tree trimmings or hedge cuttings. 

(i)  The following are designated as a unit stop: 

(1) One house unit. 

(2) Commercial building, each separate business a unit. 

(3) Building used for apartment purposes, each separate apartment a unit. 

As of February 1, 1963, the dump on Dodson Avenue will be closed. 





COMMISSIONERS   OF   ST.  MICHAELS 
ST. MICHAELS,     MARYLAND 

Dear Property Owner: 

It is now necessary for us to call to 
your attention that all property owners along 
the line of the sanitary sewer system were 
allowed three years from July 23, 1953 to make 
the required connection as set forth under 
Ordinance #78. 

The time allowed for such connections 
expired on July 23> 195^ and upon checking our 
records we are sorry to find that you have not 
complied with this Ordinance. 

We are hopeful that we shall not be 
compelled to take additional steps In seeing 
that this Ordinance is enforced, and that you 
will immediately proceed to make the proper 
connection to this system, which we can assure 
you will save both you and the town additional 
expense. 

Very truly yours. 
Commissioners of St. Michaels 





COMMISSIONERS   OF   ST. MICHAELS 
ST.  MICHAELS,    MARYLAND 

To The Residents of Rio Vista and Bentley Hay: 

Several years ago the Commissioners of St. Michaels were requested by some 
of the residents of the Rio Vista and Bentley Hay subdivisions, outside of the cor- 
porate  limits of St. Michaels, to furnish their areas with garbage collection service. 

This request was granted and a fee was set. At that time the petitioners were 
informed that collections would be made on certain days, twice weekly, when this 
operation did not interfere with necessary, usual or emergency demands   on the 
Town employees but that we would not intentionally neglect the collection of garbage 
from these areias. 

At times this service has been interrupted through no  fault or by deliberate ne- 
glect of the Town.   We have  received many complaints at times, some very harsh 
and abusive. 

We do not wish to penalize some people because of the actions of others.   We 
expect justified complaints but if we continue to receive complaints made in the 
manner  aforesaid we will be forced to discontinue garbage collection  in these areas. 

We know that this service has been given at no profit to the Town.   The residents 
of these subdivisions can perhaps work out an arrangement with a private collector. 

We would appreciate it if any resident who is not satisfied with the service given 
by the Town and who wishes to discontinue it, would notify us. 

Very truly yours. 
Commissioners of St. Michaels 





NOTICE TO ALL OWNERS 

OF 

ANIMALS  OR FOWLS 
Ordinance No. 90, enacted July 14, 1964 regulates animals and 

fowl running at large, provides for impounding, and for the sale or 
disposition of impounded animals. 

The ordinance states that no animal or fowl, either licensed or un- 
licensed, shall run at large on the streets of St. Michaels. Any person 
finding any animal or fowl on his property may take up same and hold 
it for disposal by the Police Dept. 

The police can return the animal or fowl to its owner if the owner 
can be found. If not, the police will take the animal or fowl to the 
nearest animal shelter and a warrant of arrest will be served on the 
owner for permitting the animal or fowl to go at large. The fine shall 
not exceed $25.00 or imprisonment in the County Jail not exceeding 7 
days, or both. 

if the owner cannot be located within 24 hours after the impound- 
ing time, the animal or fowl will be disposed of. In the event the 
animal or fowl cannot be caught, the designated officer will have the 
authority to destory it. 

All dogs kept or permitted to live within the corporate limits of St. 
Michaels must be licensed by July 1st, 1971. Licenses can be purchased 
in the Town Office and are for a period of one year. Dog licenses cost 
$1.50 for dogs and $2.50 for bitches. 

To allow a pet to run at large is a nuisance and dangerous to the, 
public health and safety of the residents of St. Michaels. 

Beginning August 1, 1971, an officer will be designated with the 
authority to catch and impound, or destroy all animals running on the 
streets and in the parks. 

Protect your pet and your family — license your dog and keep him 
or her on your own property. 

TOWN COMMISSIONERS 





roposGcl Or nee For Planning and Zoning 
Of Talbot County 

The following is the com- 
plete text of the proposed ordin- 
ance (and appendix) for the 
Planning and Zoning of Talbot 

County to be considered at a 
public meeting to be held by the 
County Commissioners of Tal- 
bot County in the Easton Arm- 
ory at 2 P. M.9 Saturday, May 
16th5 1953, as provided by law. 
Interested persons may ob- 
tain copies of the ordinance and 
proposed zoning maps upon re- 
quest at the office of the Talbot 
County Planning and Zoning 

Commission in the County 
Building, Easton, 

Zones 

For the purpose or these regula- 
tions, Talbot County — not in- 
cluding incorporated towns — is 
hereby divided into five (5) zones 
as follows: 
Zone A — Farming 
Zone B — Waterfront (including 

waterfront petition) 
Zone C — Suburban 
Zone D — Commercial 
Zone E — Industrial 

Maps 
The locations of zones are shown 
on a set of maps and these maps 
are made a part of this ordin- 
ance. 

Section I — General Provisions 
Uses permitted in any zone 

Agricultural uses   and  accessory 
buildings. 

Boarding houses. 
Churches. 
Dwelling   single   family,   guest- 

house, employee housing. 
Home occupations. 
Professional office. 
Public building. 
Signs    (See   Appendix,   Section 

XII) 
Special exceptions   (See Appen- 

dix, Section X) 
Minimum setback in any zone 

There shall be a minimum build- 
ing set-back line,— 
(a) An all state highways of 

fifty (50) feet, measured 
from the right-of-way line, 
or the future right-of-way 
line, as shown on Master 
Plan. 

(b) On all county roads and 
subdivision streets of fifty 
(50) feet from the center of 
the road. 

Subdivision in any zone 
Minimum area and frontage re- 
quirements shall apply only when 
land is to be subdivided into 
three or more lots. 
No land shall be subdivided into 
three or more lots until an ap- 
plication on a form to be sup- 
plied by the Commission, to- 
gether with a plat showing that 
the subdivision is in accordance 
with the following requirements, 
shall have been filed with, and 
approved by, the Zoning Com- 
mission. 

(a) Lot area and frontages not 
less   than   minimum   stand- 
ards for zone  in  which  lo 
cated. 

(b) Streets are at least 50 feet 
in width and alleys are at 
least 20 feet in width. 

Section II — Zone A—Farming 
No restrictions except that per- 
mitted uses are limited to those 
listed under general provisions. 
Subdivisions   must   meet   mini- 
mum requirements of Suburban 
Zone. 

Section III — Zone B— 
Waterfront 

(including waterfront 
petition) 

Uses Permitted 
Same as the uses listed in Sec- 
tion II, General Provisions. 

Area Requirements 
Each main building and acces- 
sory buildings shall be on a tract 
of at least two (2) acres. 

Building Line 
No building shall be closer than 
50 feet from any boundary. 

Lot Frontage 
Kach lot shall have a frontage of 
at least two hundred (200) feet 
at the front building line or 
ehore line. 

Additional Area Requirements 
Upon petition of at least eighty 
(80)  per cent of the owners of 
land within any geographic axea 
of considerable size, the County 
Commissioners may increase the 
minimum building area require- 
ment to five (5) acres for each 
homesite. 

Section IV — Zone C— 
Suburban 

Uses permitted 
Same as Zone B. 

Area Requirements 
Each dwelling shall be located 
on a lot having an area of at 
least ten thousand (10,000) 
square feet excepting that in the 
case of service by a public water 
system the lot area may be re- 
duced to seven thousand five 
hundred (7,500) square feet. 

Building Line 
No building shall be less than 
fifty (50) feet from the center of 
a county road or minor subdivi- 
sion street or eight (8) feet from 
any other boundary. 

Lot Frontage 
Each lot shall have a minimum 
width at the front building line 
of sixty  (60) feet. 

Section V — Zone D— 
Commercial 

Uses Permitted 
Any use permitted in Zone D 

I General Provisions 
Apartment house 
Automobile sales 
Automobile Filling Station 
Automobile Garage 
Automobile Parking Lot 
Building supply and warehouse, 

retail 

Farm Implement sales 
Hotel 
Laundry and Laundramat 
Newspaper and print shop 
Restaurant 
Retail Business, trades, services 

and professions 
Schools, private 
Signs (See Appendix, Sect. XII) 
Special ExceptJions (See Appen- 

dix, Section X) 
Automobile Off-Street Parking 

(See Appendix, Section XI) 
Section VI — Zone E— 

Industrial 
Uses Permitted 

Any use permitted in ZoneD 
Junk Yard 
Any  manufacturing   or proces- 
sing excepting slaughter houses, 
fertilizer works, bone yards, re- 
duction of animal matter smelt- 
ing or any other use which by 
reason of emission of odor, dust, 
smoke or noise would be consid- 
ered noxious or offensive in the 
opinion of the Commission — 
these to be permitted  only as 
Special Exceptions (See Appen- 
dix Saction X) 

Automobile Off-Street Parking 
(See Appendix, Section XI) 

— Appendix — 
SECTION Vn—definitions 

Animal Boarding Place: Any buildinff 
or buildings designed or arranged for 
the boarding, breeding or care of 
dogs, cats, and other animals, but not 
including stables. 

Apartment House: A building contain- 
ing three or more dwelling units. 

Automobile Filling Station: A building 
or lot having pumps and storage 
tanks at which fuels, oils, or access- 
ories for the use of motor vehicles are 
sold   at  retail. 

Automobile Garage, Public: Building or 
portion thereof, other than an auto- 
mobile sales room, held out or used for 
the housing of six or more motor vehi- 
cles, where service or repair facili- 
ties, if any, are incidental to the 
principal use for storage. Such ga- 
rage shall not be considered an ac- 
cessory use; nor shall it be used for 
the storage of dismantled or wrecked 
motor vehicles, parts thereof, or junk. 

Automobile Off-Street Parking Area: A 
parcel of land, lot, lots, or portions 
thereof required, in accordance with 
these regulations, to provide off-street 
automobile parking. 

Automobile Parking Lot, Commercial: 
A lot or portion thereof, other than an 
automobile sales lot, held out or used 
for the storage or parking of six (6) 
or more motor vehicles, where service 
or repair facilities are not permitted. 
Such parking lot shall not be consid- 
ered an accessory use j nor shall it be 
used for the storage of dismantled or 
wrecked motor vehicles, parts thereof, 
or junk. 

Automobile Repair and Service Station: 
Building, lot, or both in or upon which 
the business of general motor vehicle 
repair and service is conducted, but 
excluding junk and/or auto wrecking 
business. 

Automobile Sales Lot: A lot arranged, 
designed, or used for the storage and 
display for sale of any motor vehicle 
or any type of trailer provided the 
trailer is unoccupied, and where no 
repair work is done except minor inci- 
dental repair or automobiles or trailers 
displayed and sold on the premises. 

Billboard:   See  "Sign". 
Board: The Board of Zoning Appeals. 
Boarding House: A dwelling containing 

not more than nine (9) guest rooms 
where lodging or meals, or both are 
furnished. 

Building, Accessory: A building subordi- 
nate to, and located on the same lot 
with a main building, the use of which 
is clearly incidental to that of the 
main building or to the use of the 
land, and which is not attached by 
any part of a common wall or covered 
roof to the main building. 

Building Line: A line beyond which the 
foundation wall and/or any enclosed 
porch, vestibule, or other enclosed por- 
tion of a building shall not project. 

Building, Main: A building in which is 
conducted the principal use of the lot 
on which it is situated. Any dwelling 
shall be deemed to be a main building 
on the lot on which the same is 
located. 

Commission: The Talbot County Plan- 
ning and Zoning Commission. 

Dwelling, One-Family: A building con- 
taining not more than one dwelling 
unit. 

Home Occupation: An occupation con- 
ducted entirely within a single-family 
dwelling by a member or members of 
the immediate family residing therein 
(a) in connection with which there is 
used no display except one sign af- 
fixed to the building not exceeding a 
total area of two square feet, not pro- 
jecting more than one foot beyond the 
building, and not illuminated, that 
will indicate from the exterior that 
the building is being utilized in whole 
or in part for any purpose other than 
that of a dwelling; (b) in connection 
with which there is kept no stock in 
trade or commodity sold upon the 
premises ; (c) in connection with which 
no person is engaged or employed other 
than a member of the immediate fami- 
ly residing on the premises; and (d) 
in connection with which no equip- 
ment or facilities are used other than 
those needed for purely domestic or 
household purposes. Boarding and 
rooming houses, tourist homes and 
private educational institutions shall 
not be deemed home occupations. 

Hotel: Any building containing ten or 
more guest rooms where, for compen- 
sation, lodging, meals, or both are pro- 
vided. 

Junk Yard: Any land or building used 
for the abandonment, storage, keeping, 
collecting, or bailing of paper, rags, 
scrap metals, other scrap or discarded 
materials, or for the abandonment, 
demolition, dismantling, storage, or 
salvaging of automobiles or other 
vehicles not in running condition, ma- 
chinery,  or parts thereof. 

Kennel:   See   "Animal   Boarding   Place". 
Lot: A parcel of land occupied or to be 

occupied by a building and its acces- 
sory buildings or by group dwellings 
and their accessory building, together 
with such open spaces as are required 
by these regulations for a lot in the 
zone in which such a lot is situated. 
The term "record lot" means the land 
designated as a separate and distinct 
parcel of land on a legally recorded 
subdivision plat or in a legally record- 
ed deed filed among the land records 
of Talbot County. 

Lot Area, Net: The total horizontal area 
included within the rear, side and front 
street, or waterfront, or proposed 
street lines of the lot excluding any 
streets or highways, whether dedi- 
cated or not dedicated to public use, 
but including off-street automobile 
parking areas and other accessory 
uses. 

Non-Conforming Use: A use of a build- 
ing or of land lawfully existing at 
the time this ordinance became ef- 
fective and which does not conform 
with the use regulations of the zone 
in which it is located. 

Professional Office. Rooms and/or 
buildings used for office purposes by 
members of any recognized profession, 
including doctors, dentists, lawyers, 
accountants,  engineers,  etc. 

Shore Line: Mean high water line. 
Sign: Any structure, part thereof, or 

device attached thereto or painted or 
represented thereon or any material 
or thing, illuminated or otherwise, 
which displays or includes any num- 
eral, letter, word, model, banner, em- 
blem, insignia device, trademark, or 
other representation used as, or in the 
nature of, an announcement, adver- 
tisement, direction, or designation^ of 
any person, firm,.- group, organization, 
place, commodity, product, service^ busi- 
ness, profession, enterprise, or indus- 
try which is located upon any land, 
on any building, in or upon a window, 
or indoors in such a manner as to 
attract attention from outside the 
building. The flag, emblem, insignia, 
poster, or other display of a nation, 
political unit, educational, charitable, 
religious, or similar group, campaign, 
drive, or event shall not be included 
within the meaning of this definition. 

Sign, Business: A sign which directs at- 
tention    to    a    business,     commodity, 

service, or other activity. 
Sign, Directional or Information: A sign 

designating the location of a com- 
munity or an institution of public or 
quasi-public nature or the opening of 
an event of public interest, but not 
including signs pertaining to real 
estate. 

Sign,_ Incidental:' Name plates or signs 
designating accessory uses, such as a 
doctor's office, home occupation, or 
similar use, or advertising exclusively 
the sale of farm products produced on 
the premises. 

Sign, Real Estate: A sign advertising 
the sale, lease, rental, or development 
of any particular premises or direct- 
ing attention to the opening and loca- 
tion of a new subdivision, neighbor- 
hood, or community. 

Street: A public or dedicated way, a 
private right-of-way, or a proposed 
right-of-way, widening, or extension 
of an existing street or public way 
shown on any plan approved by the 
Commission, 

Street Width: The shortest distance be- 
tween street lines, measured at right 
angle to  the street right-of-way. 

Subdivision: The division of a tract, or 
portion thereof, into three or more 
lots or tracts for sale or building de- 
velopment and not for bona fide agri- 
cultural purposes. 

Tourist Cabin Camp: Any lot, parcel, or 
tract of land, together with such open 
spaces as are required under the pro- 
visions of these regulations, upon 
which there are located one or more 
cottages or cabins used, designed, 
maintained, or held out for the accom- 
modation of transient guests, whether 
or not a charge is made therefor. 

Tourist Home: A dwelling in which, for 
compensation, lodging and meals, or 
lodging only are provided or offered 
to not more than twelve transient 
guests. A tourist home shall not be 
deemed a home occupation. 

Trailer (Including Automobile Trailer 
and Trailer Coach) : Any vehicle or 
structure mounted on wheels for use 
on highways and streets; propelled or 
drawn by its own or other motor 
power; and designed and constructed 
to provide living and/or sleeping quar- 
ters for one or more persons or for 
use as a selling or advertising device. 
If the wheels of a trailer are removed, 
except for repairs, it is deemed a 
building subject to all of the regula- 
tions thereof. A trailer shall not be 
considered   an   accessory  building. 

Trailer Coach Park: Any lot, parcel or 
tract of land, together with open 
spaces required by these regulations, 
used, designed, maintained, or held 
out to accommodate one or more trail- 
ers, including all buildings, structures, 
tents, vehicles, accessories, appurten- 
ances used or intended as equipment of 
such trailer coach park, whether or 
not a charge is made for use of the 
park and/or its facilities. A trailei 
coach park does not include automo- 
bile or trailer sales lots, on which un- 
occupied trailers are parked for in- 
spection and sale. 

Use: The principal purpose for which a 
lot or the main building thereof is 
designed, arranged, or intended and for 
which it may be used, occupied, or 
maintained. 

Use Accessory: A use of a building, lot, 
or portion thereof, which is cus- 
tomarily incidental and subordinate to 
the principal use of the main building 
or lot. 

Wayside Stand: A temporary structure 
designed, arranged, or used for the 
display or sale of agricultural or other 
products grown or produced on the 
premises upon which such stand is 
located. 

Zone: An area within which certain 
uses of land and buildings are per- 
mitted and certain others are pro- 
hibited ; yards and other open spaces 
are required ; lot areas, building height 
limits, and other requirements are es- 
tablished ; all of the foregoing being 
identical for the zone in which they 
apply. 

Zoning  Map:  The "Zoning Map of Tal- 
bot County", together with all amend- 
ments  thereto   subsequently  adopted. 

SECTION IX—Amendment Procedure 
Filing  of Applications 

Proposals for amendment of the zon- 
ing test or map may be made by any 
interested person or governmental 
agency by filing with the Clerk of the 
Board of County Commissioners an 
application in triplicate for the pro- 
posed amendment. 

Form of Applications—General 
AH applications shall be subscribed 
by the applicant and shall state his 
name and address. 

Form of Applications—Text Amendments 
In case of a text amendment, the ap- 
plication shall set forth new text to 
be added and existing text to be de- 
leted. 

Form   of   Applications—Local   Map 
Amendments 
In case of a local map amendment, 
the application shall be in such a 
form as the Commission may prescribe 
and shall include a written statement 
specifying the following: 
(a) The election district and munici- 

pality or community in which is 
located the land proposed to be re- 
classified and the location with 
respect to nearby public roads in 
common use; 

(b) Description of land with sufficient 
fullness to denote particular loca- 
tion with clarity. A surveyor's 
description and plot is suggested 
unless land is accurately marked 
and easily identifiable; 

(c) The present classification and the 
classification or two alternative 
classifications proposed for such 
land; 

(d) The name and address of the 
owner of the land; 

(e) The area of the land proposed to 
be reclassified stated in square 
feet if less than one acre and in 
acres if one acre or more; and 

(f) The application number and date 
of application of, and action taken 
on all prior applications filed with- 
in three years previously for the 
reclassification of the whole or 
any part of the land proposed to 
be reclassified. 

Commission   Recommendation 
Within a reasonable time and not more 
than five (5) days in any case after 
acceptance for filing of any applica- 
tion, the Clerk shall transmit two 
copies thereof to the Commission for 
its study and recommendation. The 
Commission shall submit a written 
recommendation within thirty days 
which shall be incorporated in the ap- 
plication file, and which shall thence- 
forth be considered a part of the rec- 
ord on the application. 

Hearing  Procedure 
Notice of Hearing 
Upon accepting any application for 
filing, the Clerk shall set the applica- 
tion for hearing at a specified date, 
time and place, and shall cause to be 
published once in at least two weekly 
newspapers of general circulation pub- 
lished in the County, a notice of the 
public hearing on such application 
stating the application number, date, 
time, and place of hearing and con- 
taining : 
1. A summary of the amendment if 

a text amendment; and 
2. The location of the property, its 

area, name of owner, change, of 
classification or two alternative 
classifications applied for, and ap- 
plication number if a local map 
amendment; or 

3. The designation of the area covered, 
if a zoning plan map amendment, 
and the place where copies of the 
map or maps may be obtained. 

The Clerk shall notify the applicant 
and the Commission by mail of the 
date, time, and place of hearing. The 
date of hearing shall not be less than 
thirty (30) days following the news- 
paper publication of the notice. All 
application files in the custody of the 
Clerk shall be open to public inspec- 
tion in his office and under his super- 
vision during regular office hours. 

Final Amendment Proceedings 
Action  by the  Board of County  Com- 

missioners 
An   application   for   a   map   or   text 
amendment   shall   be   decided   on   the 
basis of the evidence of record. 
An   application   for   a   map    or   text 
amendment   shall   be   either   approved 
or denied on the merits, or dismissed, 
or allowed to be withdrawn. 
No application for a local map amend- 
ment shall be approved for a class of 
zone other than that applied for, or if 
application   is   made  for  two   alterna- 
tive  classes,  the  application  shall  not 
be approved  for a class of zone other 
than one of the two applied for. 
No application for a local map amend- 
ment shall be approved for a greater 
area   than   that   applied   for,   but   an 
application   may   be   approved   for   a 

smaller area than that applied for if 
the reclassification of such smaller area 
is supported by the evidence of record 
and if such smaller area is accurately 
delimited in the record. 

Resolution, Opinion and Vote 
The decision of the Board of County 
Commissioners approving, denying, or 
dismissing any application for a map 
or text amendment shall be rendered 
within sixty (60) days of the hearing 
(unless such time is extended by said 
Board), and shall be in the form of a 
resolution adopted by the Board of 
County Commissioners in open session 
by a majority of those voting on roll 
call by yeas and nays and appearing 
in the minutes of the meeting, and the 
resolution shall not be valid unless 
it so appears. The resolution when 
adopted shall be accompanied by an 
opinion of the Board of County Com- 
missioners setting forth its conclusions 
and reasons which shall be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of said Board. A 
copy of the resolution and opinion 
shall be promptly mailed by the Clerk 
to the applicant, the Commission, and 
to all persons entering their appear- 
ance at the hearing as shown by the 
hearing transcript; and a copy shall 
be promptly furnished the Clerk to 
the members of the Board of Zoning 
Appeals. 

SECTION   X—Board   of   Zoning   Appeals: 
Variances and Special Exceptions 

The Board of Zoning Appeals is referred 
to  in  this  Ordinance  as the  "Board." 
Powers and Duties 

The Board is hereby empowered to 
adopt and, from time to time, amend 
or supplement rules or procedure not 
inconsistent with the provision of this 
ordinance. 
The Board is hereby authorized to 
compel the attendance of witnesses at 
hearings or meetings, and the chair- 
man or other members of said Board 
may administer oaths. 
The Board shall keep minutes of its 
proceedings, meetings, and hearings. 
All actions or decisions of the Board 
shall be taken by resolution, in which 
at least two meribers must concur. 
Each resolution shall contain a state- 
ment of the grounds and findings 
forming the basis of such action or 
decision, and the full text of said 
resolution and record of members* 
votes shall be incorporated in the min- 
utes of said Board. No appeal request- 
ing the same relief in regard to the 
same property shall be received or 
heard by the Board for a .period of 
twelve (12) months following the 
date of said resolution, except that 
this limitation shall not affect the 
right of the Board to grant a re- 
hearing as provided in the Board's 
Rules of Procedure, i 
For assistance in reaching decisions, 
relative to variances or special excep- 
tions, the Board may request technical 
service, advice, data, or factual evi- 
dence from the Commission,,., 
The Board of Zoning Appeals is hereby 
authorized to: 

Grant variances from the strict ap- 
plication of these regulations when 
by reason of exceptional narrow- 
ness, shallowness, or shape of spe- 
cific parcels of property at the time 
of the original enactment of this 
Ordinance or amendments thereto or 
by reason of exceptional topographi- 
cal conditions or other extraordinary 
situation or conditions of specific 
parcels of property where the strict 
application of these regulations or 
amendments thereto would result in 
peculiar and unusual practical diffi- 
culties to, or exceptional or undue 
hardship upon, the owner of said 
property; provided that such relief 
or variances can be granted without 
substantial impairment of the in- 
tent, purpose, and integrity of the 
General Plan, as embodied in this 
Ordinance. This provision shall not 
be construed to permit the Board, 
under the guise of a variance to 
change the use of land. 
Hear and decide appeals where it 
is alleged by appellants that there 
is error in any refusal of any permit 
or order, requirement, decision, or 
determination made by the Commis- 
sion. 
Hear     and      decide     petitions     for 
Special Exceptions. 
Hear  and   decide  appeals   in  regard 
to property affected by Master High- 
way Plans. 

Public  Hearings 
Notice of Public Hearings 
Before making its decision on any 
appeal, petition for grant of Special 
Exception, request for a variance, re- 
quest for relief from provisions of a 
Master Highway Plan or any other 
matter within the Board's purview, the 
Board shall hold a public hearing 
thereon. At least ten (10) days' no- 
tice of the time and place of such 
hearing shall be sent to the appellant 
or petitioner, to the Commission, and 
to owners or tenants of property lo- 
cated within 500 feet of the property 
affected. The Board may, in its dis- 
cretion, send notice of hearings to 
other interested parties, organizations, 
or agencies. Such notices shall con- 
tain the name of the appellant or 
petitioner, the date, time, and place 
fixed for the hearing, and a brief 
statement of the error alleged by the 
appellant or of the variance, special 
exception or other relief requested. 
Additional Notice of Public Hearing 
In cases of a petition for special ex- 
ception, the Board may require addi- 
tional notice of hearing by one (1) 
advertisement in two (2) newspapers 
of general circulation in the com- 
munity affected by such petition. 
Such advertisement shall appear not 
less than ten (10) days prior to the 
day of public hearing and shall con- 
tain the same information as is re- 
quired in the notice sent by mail. The 
cost of such advertisement shall be 
paid by the petitioner. 
Continuation of Adjourned Hearings 
Hearings may be adjourned from time 
to time and, if the time and place of 
the continued hearing be publicly an- 
nounced at the time of the adjourn- 
ment, no further notice of such con- 
tinued hearing shall be required; oth- 
erwise, notice thereof shall be given, 
as in the case of the original hear- 
ing. 

Limitation of Authority 
Nothing contained in these regulations 
shall be deemed to authorize the Board 
to reverse or modify any refusal of a 
permit or any other order, requirement, 
decision, or determination which con- 
forms to the provisions of this Ordi- 
nance and which, therefore, is not er- 
roneous ; nor to authorize the Board to 
validate, ratify, or legalize any viola- 
tion of law or any of the regulations 
of this Ordinance. 
The Board shall not amend any of these 
regulations of the Zoning Map; nor shall 
such power or authority be vested in 
the Board. 
Who May File an Appeal 
Appeals to the Board of Zoning Appeals 
may be made by any person, board, as- 
sociation, corporation, or official alleg- 
edly aggrieved by the grant or refusal 
or a building use or occupancy permit or 
by any other administrative decision 
based or claimed to be based in whole 
or in part upon any of these regula- 
tions or the Zoning Map. 

Appeals shall be made on forms pro- 
vided therefor, and all information 
required on such forms shall be 
furnished by the appellant. Forms 
shall be filed with the Secretary of 
the Board, and the appellant shall 
pay the Secretary for expenses inci- 
dental to the appeal. No form shall be 
accepted by the Secretary unless it 
contains all pertinent information and 
is accompanied by the required fee to 
defray  expenses. 
Appeals and applications filed in prop- 
er   form   shall   be   numbered   serially, 
docketed   and   placed   upon   the   calen- 
dar   of   the   Board.     The   calendar   of 
appeals   to   be   heard   shall   be   posted 
conspicuously in the office of the Board 
of  Zoning  Appeals   during  the  period 
before such hearing date. 

Request for Special Exceptions 
Petitions   for the grant of   Special  Ex- 
ceptions   shall   be   filed   with   the   Board 
of   Zoning   Appeals   on   forms   provided 
therefor.     The   petitioner   shall   submit 
two   (2)   copies  of plans  and/or  specifi- 
cations or other data or explanatory ma- 
terial, stating the methods by which he 
will   comply   with   the   conditions   speci- 
fied for each grant of special exception. 
One   (1)   copy   of   such   plans,   specifica- 
tions, and explanatory material shall be 
forwarded   to  the   Commission.     At  the 
time of filing his request for a grant of 
special    exception    the    petitioner    shall 
pay to the Board of Zoning Appeals the 
fee required to cover the cost of adver- 
tising,   and   of   the   sending   of   notices 
and other miscellaneous expenses in con- 
nection with this petition. 

Notice of Action 

Notice of action taken by the Board 
of Zoning Appeals on each petition 
for^ special exception shall be trans- 
mitted to the petitioner, to the Com- 
mission, and to the Clerk of the 
County Commission. In case where 
special exceptions have been granted, 
the said notice shall set forth the 
conditions, standards, and/or safe- 
guards or rules to which the special 
exception is subject. 
General  Provisions 
A Special Exception may be granted 
when the Board of Zoning Appeals 
finds  that: 
(a) The proposed use does not affect 

adversely the General Plan for the 
physical development of the 
County. 

(b) The proposed use will not affect 
adversely the health and safety 
of residents or workers in the 
area and will not be detrimental 
to the use or development of ad- 
jacent properties or the general 
neighborhood. 

(c) The standards set forth in each 
particular use for which a special 
exception may be granted have 
been met. 

Uses for Which  Special Exceptions May 
Be  Granted   in   any  zone   and   specific 
provision   relative   thereto: 
Airports   and   Airfields. 
Animal   Hospitals,   Veterinary   Clinics 

and Animal Boarding Places. 
Cemetery or other place for the burial 

of human dead. 
Golf Course, Country Club, or Private 

Club. 
Golf  Course,   Miniature;   Golf Driving 

Ranges. 
Hospitals,   Nursing   and   Care   Homes, 

Medical and Dental Clinics. 
Hotels. 
Public    Utility    Building    and    Major 

Structures,  Including Radio and  TV 
Broadcasting   Stations. 

Recreational      Establishments      of      a 
Commercial Nature such as  a base- 
ball,   football   stadium,   arena,   race 
track or swimming pool. 

Rifle and  Skeet Shooting Range,  Out- 
door, 
Sand,   Gravel,  or  Clay  Pits;  Rock  or 

Stone Quarries, 
Sawmill. 
Temporary Structures and Wayside 
Stands for the sale of farm products 
produced on the premises. No way- 
side stand shall be less than twenty- 
five (25) feet from the nearest edge 
of roadway, and all display of goods 
shall be at least twenty (20) feet from 
the nearest edge of roadway. Such 
temporary structures shall be permit- 
ted on approval of the Commission 
for a period of not exceeding three (3) 
years, subject to renewal. 
Theatre, Outdoor. 

Trailer Coach Parks and Tourist Cabin 
Camps—Motor Courts—Motets 
In any Commercial Zone, or immedi- 
ately adjacent thereto, a lot, tract or 
parcel of land to be used for a trailer 
coach park, a tourist cabin camp, or 
a combination of the two, or for a 
motor Court or Motel, hereinafter re- 
ferred to as a "park" or a "camp", 
upon a finding by the Board of Zon- 
ing Appeals that such use will not 
constitute a nuisance because of uoise, 
sanitary conditions or traffic, and will 
not affect adversely the present char- 
acter or future development of the sur- 
rounding residential community, and 
that such use of land will conform to 
the  following   minimum   requirements: 
A. The area of a lot, parcel, or tract 

of land on which the park or camp 
is to be located shall contain not 
less than five (5) acres and shall 
have a frontage of not less than 
200 feet abutting a public highway, 
street, road, or other public right- 
of-way. 

B. No trailer coach, tourist cabin, or 
any type of building shall be lo- 
cated within fifty (50) feet of any 
boundary or property line of such 
lot, parcel or tract of land, or with- 
in a distance of one hundred (100) 
feet from any public highway, 
street, road, or other public right- 
of-way ; nor shall any such type of 
building be located within fifteen 
(15) feet of any such building. 

C. If at any time any park or camp 
abuts the property line of a lot, 
parcel or tract of land developed 
for residential use, a substantial, 
sightly, solid, tight fence five (5) 
feet in height shall be constructed 
and maintained within the park or 
camp along the full length of such 
abutting property line. The front- 
age of the area of the said park 
or camp abutting a public highway, 
street, road, or other public right- 
of-way shall be screened from 
view by screen planting five (5) 
feet in height except for required 
openings for ingress or egress. 

D. The following additional require- 
ments   shall   also   be  met: 
1. In    the    case    of    Trailer    Coach 

Parks: 
(a) Special conditions, such as 

provisions for additional fenc- 
ing and/or planting or •Other 
landscaping, additional set- 
back from property lines, lo- 
cation and arrangement of 
lighting, and other reason- 
able requirements deemed nec- 
essary to safeguard the gen- 
eral community interest and 
welfare, may be invoked by the 
Board as requisites to the 
grant of special exceptions. 

(b) No trailer shall be parked 
overnight on any highway, 
street, road, or other public 
right-of-way, except in an 
emergency and subject to 
any further prohibitions, 
regulations, and limitations 
imposed by the traffic and 
parking regulations or ordi- 
nances for such highway, 
street, or other public right- 
of-way. 

2. In   the   case   of   Tourist   Cabin 
Camps: 

s (a) Each     tourist     cabin     camp 
shall be laid out into tourist 
cabin plots, each having a 
minimum area of at least 
one thousand (1,000) square 
feet, a width of twenty-five 
(25) feet, frontage on a 
driveway at least twenty 
(20) feet from any building 
in which the sanitary or 
laundry facilities of the 
camp are located. 

(b) Each tourist cabin plot shall 
be clearly defined by markers 
at the corners. 

(c) Each cabin shall be so lo- 
cated on its plot that there 
is at least fifteen (15) feet of 
clear space between it and 
any   other   cabin. 

SECTION  XI—Automobile  Off-Strcct 
Parking 

General Provisions 
There shall be provided at the time any 
main building or . structure is erected or 
increased in capacity, minimum off- 
street parking space with adequate pro- 
visions for ingress and egress by stan- 
dard size motor vehicles in accordance 
with the following provisions: 

Designs and Plans 
Designs and plans for areas to be 
used for automobile off-street parking 
of three or more cars shall be ap- 
proved by the Commission. Plans for 
such areas submitted to the Commis- 
sion shall show in detail the loca- 
tion and extent of the area; loca- 
tions and types of walls, fences, and 
screen planting; proposed layout of 
parking spaces; and other features, 
conditions or requirements of this 
Ordinance. 
All   off-street   parking   areas   shall   be 
suitably    surfaced.      Angular   parking 
with  backing  out  of  vehicles   directly 
into the public street is prohibited. 
Loading Space 
For any building or premises used for 
commercial or industrial purposes, ade- 
quate indoor or off-street outdoor 
space for the loading and unloading 
of goods and materials shall be pro- 
vided as the Commission shall deem 
necessary, taking into consideration 
the size and proposed use of the 
building and its location with respect 
to streets and alleys. Such space, 
whether inside or outside a building 
shall be in addition to other applicable 
requirements of this schedule for off- 
street parking space. 
Size of Parking Space 
For the purpose of this section, one 
(1) automobile parking space is as- 
sumed to be two, hundred (200) square 
feet of area, exclusive of adequate in- 
terior, ingress and egress driveways. 
Computing Number of Employees 
For the purpose of this section, the 
number of employees shall be com- 
puted on the basis of the average 
number of persons to be employed, 
taking into consideration day, night 
and  seasonal  variations. 

Distance from  Main  Building 
All automobile off-street parking areas 
shall be located on the site or con- 
veniently near, and in no case more 
than five hundred (600) feet distant 
from, the main building or use to which 
such parking facilities are appurtenant. 
Off-Street Parking Space shall be pro- 

vided as follows: 
Apartment, Hotel—One (1) parking 
space for each guest or sleeping room 
or suite, and if such establishments 
employ five or more employees, one 
parking space for each five employees. 
Commercial building devoted to retail 
sales, merchandizing, or similar use- 
Two (2) square feet for retail sales 
and merchandizing, and one (1) square 
foot of parking space for each square 
foot of floor area used for office or 
storage purposes. 
Community center, library, museum, 
civic club, private club, lodge and 
similar uses—One (1) square foot of 
parking space for each square foot of 
floor area. 
Industrial and manufacturing estab- 
lishment—One (1) parking space for 
each four (4) employees, or one (1) 
parking space for each four hundred 
(400) square foot of floor area, which- 
ever the Commission shall deem most 
appropriate. 
Lodging, rooming and boarding house 
—One (1) parking space for each 
three   (3)   guests. 
Office   building,   professional   building, 
or  similar  use,   in   which   there  is  no 
retail   or   merchandizing   establishment 
—Two   (2)   square  feet  of  automobile 
parking space for each square foot of 
office space on all floors. 
Professional office—Two (2)  spaces for 
each  professional  person  occupying or 
using said office. 

SECTION XII—Signs 
General  Provisions 
For the purpose of this section and any 
other relating to signs in this Ordi- 
nance, any of the following words are 
intended to include any tense, or with 
the prefix "re", the others: affix, alter, 
attach, display, erect, hang, move, place, 
post, repair. 
All signs, of any type or description, 
which exceed forty (40) square feet in 
area are absolutely prohibited in any 
Zone. 
Signs Which May Be Erected Without a 
Permit 
One incidental sign not exceeding four 
(4) square feet in area may be erected 
without a permit. Such sign, if illumi- 
nated, shall be of an enclosed lamp 
design, non-flashing and containing no 
colored illumination. Such signs, if 
used to advertise commercial enterprises 
or home occupations shall be attached to 
the building. Reflector type signs may 
also be used. All such signs shall be 
designed so as not to shine or reflect 
light into adjacent residential dwellings. 
Any temporary real estate sign not ex- 
ceeding six (6) square feet in area may 
be erected on the premises to which it 
pertains. Such sign shall not be illumi- 
nated. 
Temporary signs not exceeding six (6) 
square feet indicating an event of public 
interest such as a State or County fair, 
public or general election, horse show, 
etc. 
Directional and Informational Signs 
Which May be Erected, Hung, Placed 
or Painted Only With a Permit From 
the  Commission. 
In Any Zone, directional or informa- 
tional signs of a public or quasipublic 
nature, not exceeding twelve (12) 
square feet in area for the benefit of 
the travelling public in locating com- 
munities, points of interest, recreational 
facilities, etc. Such signs shall not be 
illuminated, but may be of the beaded 
reflector type. No advertising matter 
whatsoever shall be contained on signs 
of this type. 
Real estate directional signs not over 
forty (40) square feet in area, which 
direct attention to the opening of a new 
sub-division, neighborhood, or com- 
munity, may be erected in any Zone for 
a period of one (1) year upon obtaining 
a permit from the Commission, Such 
signs shall be at least fifty (50) feet 
from the pavement or any highway in- 
tersection, and shall not be illuminated. 
Business Signs Including Billboards. 
In Commercial and Industrial Zones only 
business signs including billboards not 
exceeding forty (40) square feet in area 
are permitted. The total area of all 
signs in any one Commercial or Indus- 
trial building site shall not exceed one 
(1) square foot in area for each foot of 
lot frontage. 
Business signs must be affixed flat 
against the walls of buildings, fences. 
Miscellaneous  Provisions  Relating  to 

Signs 
Permits 
Application for permits shall be sub- 
mitted on forms obtainable at the office 
of the Commission. Each application 
shall be accompanied by plans showing 
the area of the sign, the size, charac- 
ter, and color of letters, and designs 
proposed; the method of illumination, 
if any; the exact location proposed for 
such sign; and, the proposed method of 
fastening such sign to the building 
structure. 
Area  of Signs 
The area of signs shall include the 
entire face of the sign and any wall 
work incidental to its decoration and, in 
the case of an open sign made up of 
individual letters, figures, or designs, the 
space between such letters, figures and 
designs shall be included. 
Existing Signs 
Any sign or advertising structure con- 
trary to the provisions of this ordinance 
and not advertising on its entire surface • 
a business or product of the premise on 
which it is located, shall be deemed a 
non-conforming use and shall be re- 
moved within one (1) year, after the 
adoption of this ordinance. 
In case the' supporting members of a 
non-conforming advertising structure 
shall become broken, such structure 
shall be deemed to be destroyed and 
shall not be replaced. 

SECTION XIII—Non-Conforming uses. 
Any building or use except signs law- 
fully existing at the time of adoption of 
this ordinance, or lawfully existing at 
the time this ordinance is subsequently 
amended, may be continued, even though 
such building, structures or use does 
not conform to the regulations^ of the 
use District or Zone in which it is lo- 
cated ; subject, however to the following 
provisions: 

A non-conforming use may be ex- 
tended, not to exceed fifty (50) per- 
cent of its area, on land owned or 
within a building existing at the time 
of adoption of this Ordinance by reso- 
lution of the Commission, 
Structural alterations of a building or 
structure which does not conform to 
the provisions of this Ordinance may 
be made only if the building is being 
altered to conform to the requirements 
of the use District or Zone in which it 
is located. 
No building in which a non-conform- 
ing use has been changed to a more 
restricted use shall again be devoted to 
a less restricted use. No non-conform- 
ing use, once abandoned, shall there- 
after be re-established. "Abandon- 
ment" shall be defined as the cessa- 
tion of a non-conforming use for a 
period of one month or more. 
No building or structure devoted to a 
non-conforming use, shall in the event 
of destruction or serious damage by 
fire, flood or similar cause, be recon- 
structed for the purpose of carrying 
on the non-conforming use. "Serious 
Damage" shall be defined as damage 
which reduces the value of any struc- 
ture by more than half its prior value. 
Any lot appearing on a plat in Count: 
Court House prior to date of thi 
Ordinance shall be deemed a buildabl 
lot. 

SECTION XIV—Validity. 
Should any section, subsection, sentence, 
clause, or phrase of this Ordinance be 
declared invalid by a Court of compe- 
tent jurisdiction, such decision shall 
not affect the validity of the Ordinance 
in its entirety or of any part thereof, 
other than that so declared to be invalid. 

SECTION   XV—Violations,   Penalties 
Any person, firm or corporation, either 
as owner, lessee, occupant or otherwise 
who violates any of the provisions o 
this Ordinance or violates or fails . t 
comply with any order or regulatioi 
made hereunder, or who interferes ii 
any manner with any person in the 
performance of a duty by the terms of 
this Ordinance shall be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor punishable by a fine of not 
more than three hundred (300) dollars 
or by imprisonment in the County jail 
not to exceed ninety (90) days, or both. 
Each day such violation continues shall 
be deemed a separate offense. 

County Commissioners 
of Talbot County 

Charles N. Sheridan, Clerk 
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