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question but you will vindicate my Husbands honour which
hath ventured Life and Estate to keep your due heere, which
by force he hath lost. And they give out words, that they
have won the Country by the sword, and by it they will keepe
the same, let my Lord Protector send in what Writing hee
pleaseth. The Gunners Mate of Hemans, since his comming
down from Anne-Arundell to Patuxent, hath boasted that he
shot the first man that was shot of our Party. All this I write
is very true, which I thought goode to informe your Lordship,
because they will not suffer my Husband for to write himselfe:
I hope your Honour will be pleased for to looke upon my
Sonne, and for to wish him for to be of good comfort, and not
for to take our afflictions to heart. And nothing else at pres-

ent, I rest
' Your Honours most
humble Servant
VIRLINDA STONE.
Post-script.

I hope your Honour will favour me so much, that if my
Sonne wants twenty or thirty pounds you will let him have it,
and it shall be payd your Honour againe.

Hemans the Master of the Golden Lion is a very Knave,
and that will be made plainly for to appeare to your Lordship
for he hath abused my Husband most grosly.

A True Copy of the Oath of Fidelity to the Lord Proprietary of
the Province of Maryland.'

I A. B. Doe sweare that I will be true and faithfull (so long as
I shall be a member of this Province) to the Right Hon. Cecilius,
Lord Baron of Baltemore, Lord and Proprietary of this Province of
Maryland, and the Islands therunto belonging, and to his Heyres
Lords and Proprietaries of the same, and to his Lieutenant or Chiefe
Governour heer for the time being: And will not at any time by
words or actions in publique or in private, wittingly or willingly, to
the best of my understanding, any way derogate from, but will at all
times, as occasion shall require, to the utmost of my power, defend

1 This form of oath differs in some particulars from that prescribed in 1648,
printed in Archives of Maryland, 1. 196, and at p. 214, suprae, with which it is to
be compared. The changes are apparently due to the changed political condi-
tions in England.
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