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3/8/66 Del. to: County Commissioners
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RESOLUTION

OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF HARFORD COUNTY ADOPTING THE HARFORD COUNTY
ROAD CODE AND STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS.

. WHEREAS, pursyant to the powers and authority vested in the County Commis-
sioners of Harford County under Article 13 of the Code of Public Local Law of
Maryland title "Harford County" sub-title "Roads" Section 44] (e) provisions
for regulation of design and construction of roads in Harford County, but to
exclude areas within incorporated towns within the 1imits of Harford County,

Maryland, which will be known as the Harford County Road Code and Standard
Specifications.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF HARFORD COUNTY;

1. A copy of the regulations will be kept at all times in the Office of the
County Commissioners, 45 South Main Street, Be] Air, Maryland.

2. Copies of said regulations can be purchased at the price of $25.00 per
copy from the Office of the Department of Public Works.

3. The Harford County Road Code and Standard Specifications will become
effective January 1, 1966,

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF HARFORD COUNTY

(/ZMW

Abe Davis, Chairman

T
- D. FrdnkTin McGTnmis

| Sl 7
5 % \;// p‘/ZZ{.Z("__

\ John H, 0"NeiT]
!

one: Dgondn— 2/ 15 5




WER 2 P 2

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PART I

Road ‘ConstruEtili®n-Code ) v, dli vi v

PART II

Standard Specifications

Division A - General Requirements 104l . FEs16
Division C - Construction Details

Part I Earthwork.. II1-29
Part II Base CourseS...... I11-49
Part III Surface Courses &

PavementsS....e«.s I1-78
Part IV Structures s I1-97
Part V Miscellaneous &

Incidental Structures...lII-98 I1-113

PART III

Design Standards..




§
R £ P O

PART I

HARFORD COUNTY ROAD CONSTRUCTION CODE
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ROAD CONSTRUCTION CODE - Revised April 5, 1965

Sec. 100-7.

This article shall be known as the '"Harford County Road
~onstruction Code" and is hereinafter referred to as the "Code."

: Coe lUU_8. Definitions.

As used in this Code:

(a) Road includes street, highway, avenue, lane, alley
and viaduct, or any segment or part of the length
thereof.

(b) Construction and constructed includes reconstruction
and reconstructed, but shall not include maintenance.

(c) Subdivision means any division of land in which the
owner or owners shall create streets, roads, avenues,
lanes, alleys with or without lots or building sites.
In addition, the term subdivision shall include any
division of lands, by plat or by deeds containing
metes and bounds descriptions, in which new streets,
roads, avenues, lanes, alleys are created to serve
interior building lots not fronting on a public high-
way. The term subdivision shall include the con-
veyance of building lots along a public highway for
the purpose of developments by a series of three or
more deeds in which metes and bounds descriptions are
employed, unless each lot is two (2) or more acres in
area and with two hundred (200) feet or more of road
frontage. This definition is not intended to include
s testamentary division of land; a division of land
upon dissolution of a bona fide partnership in
existence for two or more years; a division of land
ymong the immediate members of a family for personal
use, and not for development; or a division of land
for agricultural purposes.

Drainage structure includes culvert, bridge, storm
ewer, catch basin, canal, ditch, subsurface drain
and any structure or water-course designed to carry

off surface or other waters.

Person includes individual, association, firm,
partnership, corporation but does not include
yovernmental agency, whether County, Federal, State
or Municipal.

Director means the Director of the County Department
of Public Works and his duly authorized agents.
Dedication plat means any plat conforming to law,
july recorded among the land records of the county,
which has the legal effect of dedicating one or more
rights-of-way to public use.
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Permittee means ajperson, firm @r corporation who has
applied for and holds a valid permit in full force
and effect, issued by the Director of the Department
of Public Works, authorizing construction in a public
right-of-way.

Sec. 100-9. Applicability of Code.

This Code shall apply to all roads within the county other
than: (1) Roads lying within the limits of any incorporated
city, town, or village of the county or which may hereafter be
“reated, insofar as the city, town, village or taxing area has
the authority to enact or adopt regulations on the subject matter
of this Code; (2) state roads; (3) federal roads; (4) roads on
a private right-of-way.

Secos 100-10. Standards and specifications.

Except as otherwise provided, the construction of all road
shall conform to the minimum requirements, standards and speci-
fication hereinafter provided. Whenever used in this Code, the
word "standards" means Harford County Design Standards, and the
word "specifications" means Harford County Standard Specifica-
tions. The Administrative Assistant to the County Commissioner

hall keep among his official records the standards and specifi-
ations, as adopted by the Commission, together with any amend-
ments thereto, signed by the Chairman of the Commission and
ttested by the Administrative Assistant thereof. The Directo:
f Publit WorksT Sl &l prepare and make available to the
ublic printed piés of this Codeée and of such standards,k and
cifications, and they shall be given such free distribution
0ld for such price as the Commissioners may by resolutior

lete Bel:

-11 . C1 asS. if 1C difile and m ininﬂ,«"ﬂ P 1u1r€*menf S

Roads not specifically classified in any zoning or master
highway plans approved by the Harford County Planning and Zoning
Commission shall be classified as provided in this section by the
Planning and Zoning Commission after first receiving the recommen-
jations of the Subdivision Review Committee.

All road shall be classified as provided in this sectior
and minimum requirements for each class are hereby established

follows:

VA, Bl sding District Road" means any road which lies
within or is contiguous to any area which has been
recommended or approved for any class of commercial

r industrial use in any zoning or master highway
plan approved by the Harford County Planning and
Zoning Commission. Business district roads shall
be constructed ir nformity with the following
minimum requirements:

(1) wWidth. The right-of-way shall be at least eventy

feet wide. Paving shall be at least forty feet

wWlde .
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Construction. The entire right-of-way shall
be graded and there shall be installed paving,
drainage structures, concrete curbs, and
gutters and sidewalks,

Standards and specifications:

(a) Grading. All grading shall be done in
accordance with plans and profiles
approved by the director, Standard R-1
and Specifications Article C-1 through
Article C-9,

Drainage structures. See subsection (f)
of Section 100-12 of this Code.

Paving. Paving shall be of the required
width and in accordance with Standards
for Pavement Design I, and the applicable
specifications indicated thereon.

Curbs and gutters. Curbs and gutters
shall be built in accordance with Standard
R-12 and Specifications Article C-51.
Sidewalks. Sidewalks shall be built five
feet from the property line to the back
line of the curb and in accordance with
Standard R-1 and Specifications Article
C-‘)!_.

"Collector Road" means any road which serves to carry
traffic to or from several primary or minor roads,
ind connects them to other collector roads or to
irterial highways, and usually also serves the primary
function of providing access to abutting properties.
(1) Width, The right-of-way for all collector roads
shall be at least sixty (60) feet wide. The pave-
ment shall be twenty-four (24) feet wide and the
road bed thirty-eight (38) feet wide.
~onstruction. Where a collector road passes
through or abuts a subdivision and the average
lot width is one hundred (100) feet or more, the
area shall be graded to a width of forty feet (40)
as shown on Standard R-2, there shall be installed
irainage structures, paving to a thirty (30) foot
width, and bituminous concrete curbs. Where a
llector road passes through or abuts a sub-
iivision and the average lot width is less than
one hundred (100) feet, the entire right-of-way
shall be graded, and there shall be installed
drainage structures, paving to a thirty-six (36)
foot width and concrete curbs and gutters. Side-
walks shall be constructed on both sides of the
road where the average width of the lots is less
than one hundred (100) feet at the building line,
unless the Planning and Zoning Commission shall
jecide that, due to the rural character or loca-
tion of a particular subdivision, ' or for other
ust reasons, sidewalks need not be built therein
r in a specific portion therein.

i R
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Standards and specifications:

(a) Grading. All grading shall be done in
accordance with plans and profiles
approved by the Director, Standard R-2
and Specifications Article C-1 through
Article C-9.

Drainage structures. See subsection (f)
of Section 100-12 of this Code.

Paving. Paving shall be of the required
width and in accordance with Standards

for pavement design I and the applicable
specifications indicated thereon.

Curbs and gutters. Curbs and gutters
shall be built in accordance with Stan-
dard R-12 and Specifications Article C-51.
Sidewalks. When required, sidewalks shall be
built in accordance with Standard R-11 and
Specifications Article C-52.

"Minor Road" means any road which.is principally used
to -serve ‘kocal traffic.- Such reals shall be con-
structed according to the following minimum require-
ments:

(i)

Width. The right-of-way for all rural roads
shall be at least fifty (50) feet wide. The
pavement shall be at least twenty (20) feet
wide and the roadbed shall be at least thirty
(30) feet wide.

Construction All minor roads in or abutting a

sub-division, and the average lot width is one

hundred (100) feet or more the area shall be
graded to a width of thirty-six (36) feet as
shown on Standard R-3 and there shall be in-
stalled drainage structures, paving to a twenty-
four and one-half (24%) feet width with bitumi-
nous concrete curbs Sidewalks shall be con-
structed on both sides of the road where the
average width of the lots is less than one hun-
dred (100) feet at thé Byilding. liney unless
the Planning and Zoning Commission shall decide
that, due to the rural character or location of

a particular subdivision, or for other just

reasons, sidewalks need not be built therein or

in a specific portion therein.

Standards and specifications:

(a) Grading. All grading shall be done in
accordance with plans and profiles
approved by the Director, Standard R-3,
and Specifications Article C-1 through C-9.
Drainage structures. See subsection (f) of
Section 100-12 of this Code.

Paving. Paving shall be of the required
width  akd=-thieccordande with  Standards for
Pavement Design II and applicable specifi-
~ations indicated thereon.

I -4
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Curbs and gutters. Curbs and gutters shall
be built in accordance with Standard R-12
or Specifications Article C-51.

Sidewalks. When required, sidewalks shall
be built in accordance with Standard R-11
and Specifications Article C-52.

"Dual Lane Road" means any road which has two separate
roadways divided by an island or grass. pdot, and de-
signed for one-way traffic in each roadway. (A dual
lane road shall be classified as a business disteict
road, or collector road.)

Whenever a dual lane road is constructed pursuant to
a zoning or highway plan approved by the Harford
County Planning and Zoning Commission, it shall con-
form to the following minimum requirementsj
(1) Width. The right-of-way shall be at least one
hundred (100) feet. The width of pavement of
each roadway shall be twenty (20) feet.
Construction. The entire right-of-way shall be
graded and drainage structures and paving shall
be installed. Wherever required by this Code
for the particular class in which a dual lane
road is placed, curbs and gutters and sidewalks
shall be installed.
Standards and specifications:
(a) Grading. All grading shall be done in accord-
ance with plans and profiles approved by the
Director, Standard R-4 and Specifications
Article C-1 through C-9.
Drainage structures. See subsection (f) of
Section 100-12 of this Code.
Paving. Paving shall be of the required
width and conform to standard. and specifi-
cations for business district, collector or
minor roads according to the particular class
in which the road has been placed.
Curbs and gutters. Curbs and gutters shall
be built on both sides of each roadway of a
dual lane road in accordance with Standard
R-12 and specifications applicable to the
particular classification in which such iual
lane road has been placed.
Sidewalks. When required, sidewalks shall
be built on each side of a dual lane road on
the side of the respective roadway upon which
the building lots abut, and in accordance
with either Design Standard R-11 as determined
by the particular classification of the road,
and in accordance with Specifications, Article

=514
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Sec. 100-12. General Provisions.

(a) Wherever alternative standards and specifications are
provided for in the preceding section, any one alternative may be
chosen at the option of the person applying for a permit.

(b) The County Commissioners shall erect name signs at all
road intersections at the expense of the developer.

(c) Temporary turn arounds or cul-de-sacs shall be required
wherever the paving of a road ends otherwise than at a paved road
intersection. Such turnaround or cul-de-sacs shall be graded,
paved and appropriate drainage structures including temporary
curbs installed as the County Commissioners find necessary and in
accordance with Standard R-10.

(d) Where a preliminary drainage study indicates that a
minimum right-of-way width as established in this Code is in-
adequate for proper drainage of a particular road, the County
Commissioners may require such additional right-of-way as is
found necessary for such drainage purposes; provided, that such
requirement is made prior to the final approval and recording of
a dedication plat among the land recprds of the County.

(e) The construction of half roads or any road of less than
the minimum width as required by this Code is hereby prohibited;
provided, that ‘constructioh of such:pertions- of reads(ghall be
permitted where the dedicated portion of the road established by
a dedication plat and recorded among the land records of the
County prior to the adoption of this Code is of sufficient width
to permit the grading and construction of paving eighteen feet
in width with curbs and gutters and sidewalks as are required by

he design standards in those sections of this Code applicable
to the particular classification of the road under construction.
No road shall be constructed unless it connects with an existing
road at one end thereof, and no road shall be constructed short
of an intersection except where it connects with an existing
road or where the dedication of the right-of-way ends short of
an intersection. Where any rcoad construction ends .at or goes
through an intersection, the intersection shall be completed,
and if it ends at other than an intersection or a point of
connection with an existing road, then turnarounds or cul-de-sacs
shall be provided.

(f) Whenever drainage structures are required for any
particular class of road, such drainage structures shall be in-
stalled or constructed as are found by the County Commissioners
to be necessary or appropriate after a preliminary drainage
study has been approved by the Department of Public Works in
accordance with design standards and all applicable specifications.

(g) Driveway entrances to individual lots shall be required
upon a finding by the Planning and Zoning Commission that off-
street parking facilities are necessary and practicable in
accordance with Standard R-7, R-8, or R-9, whichever may apply.

I-6
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Sec. 100-~13. Applications for grading and construction permits.

(a) No person shall construct any road, sidewalk, curb and
gutter or drainage structure, or begin any of such construction,
without first obtaining a permit therefor. Applications for such
permits shall be made to the Director on such forms as he shall
prescribe, and shall be accompanied, in each case, by detailed
plans and specifications and locations and right-of-way plats

earing the tentative approval of the Planning and Zoning
Commission, the Harford County Metropolitan Commission and the
approval by the State Roads Commission shall also be required as
to matters within its jurisdiction.

(b) No person, including any utility corporation or govern-
ental agency, shall cut any road without first obtaining a permit

from the Director. All backfilling and repaving of such utility
trenches shall be under the supervision of the Director according
to Standard R-16 and all applicable specifications.

(c) No person shall construct sidewalks, driveway entrances,
*taining walls, steps, cut curbs or construct or place any tempo-
ary or permanent-structure within a County right-of-way without

first obtaining a permit therefor from the Director.

(d) In the case of a subdivision, the signature of the Direc-
tor of Public Works on the approved construction plans shall con-

itute a permit to perform all items appearing on these plans.

e 100-14,., Conditions of Permits.

Construction permits shall be issued upon the following con-

iitions, which shall be specified therein:

(a) Irrespective of the plans and specifications accompany-
ing the application, the actual construction shall
conform to law and to the minimum requirements for a
road f 1ts class>
Such permit shall be transferrable upon application to
the Department of Public Works by the successor in
title.

Such permit shall automatically expire one year after its
issuance unless extended in writing by the County Com-
missioners stating the reasons for the extension. No
extension shall be granted unless the bond filed with the
permit by 1ts term continues in full force and effect or

2 new bond is filed or the consent of the surety to the
extension 1i: tained.

The permittee and his agents, servants and subcontractors
shall comply with all written requirements of the Depart-
ment of Public Works directed to the permittee, which are
leemed necessary. in ‘the Interest ‘of public safety or for
the avoidance of unnecessary inconvenience tc the public
juring such grading or construction, either before or
during the course of grading or construction.

The construction work, materials, plans and specifications
shall at all times be open to and available for inspection
by duly authorized officials and employees of the County.

=T
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Permittees shall give notice to the Department of
Public Works- at least forty-eight hours in advance
prior to commencing any construction for which the
permit is issued.

No permit for paving shall be issued unless there

has been a final inspection and approval of gradin

by the Director.

The permittee shall have available at all times on
each project a copy of the permit for inspection by
the representative of the Department of Public Works.
If such permit is lost or destroyed, the permittee
shall cause such permit to be replaced within twenty-
four hours, excluding Saturdays and Sundays. The
Department of Public Works shall issue new permits
upon request to replace any which are damaged, lost
or destroyed.

No permit shall be issued for construction unless the
right-of-way has been acquired by the County or shown
on an approved plat.

Whenever, in the opinion of the Director, the condi-
tions of any permit are being violated, the Director
may order, by certified mail, the permittee to stor
construction and to show cause within 10 days why the
permit should not be revoked. The willful refusal of
any permittee to stop construction after receiving
notice of a stop work order shall be deemed a viola-
tion of -‘this Code.

Upon a finding that the standards and specification
are not feasible or practicable for a particular pro-
ject, the Director may require such alternate or
additional standards and specifications in accordan
with good engineering principles, as may be deemed
necessary, and such alternate or additional reguire-
ments shall be part of and a condition of the permit.
Whenever in the opinion of the Director, the work At
being performed improperly or the work performed i
faulty, he may cause the permit to be revok iy or Obdaer
that portion of the work performed to be rrected.

100-15. Performan DanGle

The minimum improvements which a permittee will be required
> mak r enter into agreement to make, in a subdivision prilorx
to the approval of the final plat thereof by the Planning and
Zoning Commission, shall be completed in full compliance with the
requirements, standards and specifications for ea h of the various
units of work as contained in the Road Code adopted by th Harford
County Commissioners.

All of the improvements required shall be completed prio
to filing with the Planning and Zoning Commission the Final Plat
of the Subdivision for approval, in accordance with the standards
and specifications and under the supervision of the Department of
Public Works.
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If a Subdivider desires approval of a Final Plat for the
recording thereof prior to the completion of, or acceptance by
the County of the required improvements, a Subdivision Agree-
ment shall be executed by the Subdivider, as provided in para-
jraph 6.08 of the Subdivision Regulations.

In lieu of completing the improvements as required the
Subdivider may;
(a) deliver to the County a corporate bond in such amount
35 15 estimated to be the total cost of the project.  Such
porate bond shall run to the County, and be conditioned as
T'ol 1 0oWssS
(1) That the permittee, his agents and servants
will comply with all the applicable terms,
conditions, provisions, requirements, standards,
and specifications of this Code.
That the permittee, his agents and servants
will faithfully complete the work for which
the permit is issued.,
That the permittee, his agents and servants
will save harmless the County from any ex-
pense lincurred through the failure of the
permittee, his agents and servants, to com-
pPlete the work as required by this Codley /oL
from any damages growing out of the negli-
jence of the permittee or his agents or ser-
vants .
(b) Before acceptance, the bond shall be approved by the
“ommissioners and tt ounty Attorney. The bond shall be
ted by a surety or guaranty company qualified to transact
usiness in the ate. All corporate bonds filed hereunder
I be released upon but not before acceptance of the comple-
road by the County in accordance with the following section.
=) In lieu of filing a corporate bond as required by sub-
(a) and (b) of this section, any person may enter into
‘eement with the County, to be approved and executed on be-
the County by the County Commissioners, providing that
mittee shall deposit with the County Commissioners such
noney as 1s estimated by the Department of Public Works
> the total cost of the project. The agreement shall itemize
> several phases f work or construction in sequence, with an
Nt opposite ea Phase representing the value of the work and
rial f that particular step or phase in the work or con-
truction. Upon completion of each step or phase, the permittee
notify the Depart: t of Public Works that he is ready for
) tion The County Commissioner ire hereby authorized
efund to the permittee upon receipt of a certificate, signed
the Director, certifying that the work has been performed by
ermittee accordinmg 't tandards, specifications, and minimum
L1 1t f this Code and any waiver granted pursuant tc
' 00-1 f this Code, and that the permittee is entitled
installment due for completion of such work. Such certifi-
1all also be signed by the permittee, certifying that an
1 1as been made by a named inspector for the particular

I -9
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step or phase of work or construction involved for which the in-
stallment is due. Upon final completion of all work for which
the permit is issued,,K a final inspection certificate shall be
issued and, upon acceptance of the road by the County Commission-
ers, the final payment shall be made to the permittee. e final
draw or payment under the terms of 'the agreement shall in no
event be less than fifteen per cent of the totel cosk of the
project.

(d) The County Commissioners may, in their discretion, in
lieu of filing a corporate bond or cash equivalent to the total
cost of the project as provided for in sub sections (a) (b) and
(¢c) of this section, approve the deposit of such sum of money as
is estimated by the Department of Public Works to be one-half the
total cost of the project. The agreement shall itemize the
several phases of work or construction in sequence, with an
asmount opposite each phase representing the value of the work
and materials of that particular step or phase in the work or
construction. Upon completion of each step or phase, the permit-
tee shall notify the Department of Public Works that he is ready
for an inspection. The County Commissioners are hereby authorized
to refund to the permittee upon receipt of a certificate, signed
by the Director, certifying that the work has been performed by
the permittee according to standards, specifications, and minimum
requirements of this Code, and any wailver jranted pursuant to
Section 100-17 of this Code, and that the permittee is entitled
to the installment due for completion of such work, providing,
however, that the balance of cash remaining on deposit 1s

ufficient to complete the remaining uncompleted phases of con-
truction as estimated in the public works agreement. Such
ertificate shall also be signed by the permittee, certifying
that an inspection has been made by a named inspector of the
Department of Public Works for the particular step oOr phase of
work or construction involved for which the installment is due.

Upon final completion of all work for which the permit is issued,
. final inspection certificate shall be issued by the Director
and, upon acceptance of the road by the County Commissioners, the
final payment shall be made to the permittee.

. 100-16. Acceptance by County.

All permittees anad their agents and servants shall comply
vith all applicable provisi ns of this Code, and until a road con-
structed under the provisions of this Code is accepted for mainte-
nance by the County, the pern ttees, their agents and servants,
nd the bond given under this Code shall remain liable for the
Ffaithful performance of the provisions. After completion and upon
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