Baltimore June I9th., I806.

County Coxymissioners of Talboti County.,
C/o Chas. F.Stewart, Clerk.
Gentlemen:-

The letter of Mr Chas. F.Stewart, addressed to Mr
A.L.Tharp, by order of your Board, has been delivered to me,
and after advising with the officers of the Queen Anne's
R.R., I am directed , as their representative, to write you,
and state clearly ,my plan for the improvements of the county
roadvayd , where thevy intersect the lines of the Qucen Anne's
Railway. As you are well aware, our corporation has the right
to cross all public roads in its route, and if it can not
agree with the ® unty Commissioners upon the terms and con-
ditions, upon which the public road may be used, the railroad ,

4
to use the language of the Code, may appropriate so much of

. “
the same as may be necessary for the pusposes of such road,

merely upon tendering to the County Commissioners, the sum
which the jury may find ought to be paid, for the usc and
occupation of so much of the public road as may be appropri-
ated. This method of procedure is only in case the railroad
can not agree with the County Cormissioners, as to the terms
and conditions, andvhile you suggest that we shall take the
proceeding in question, we can not bpelieve that you would de-~
sire arvitrapily to disagrece to terms, when we have been
desirous of doing mdre than the law would require us,, if we
were before a jury, and offer actually itd improve the road
way where we cross it, compared with its present condition,
in respect to grade and convenience to travel etée. We assume
of course that your Board acts only from motives which have

reference to the public advantage and the public convenience

it
When I appeared boforéy; I presented the plans , which in my
?

-




judgment,as an engineer, were the very best that could be

devised,for not merely restoring and repairing the roadways

at these points, but even improving them. If any other plans

of restoring or repairing the puvlic roadways, so as to en-

able persons using them, to cross our railway without any R
Aaf'[e: «%',‘«/.;i),

more labor and inconvenience than is the case at present,

I should have bcen glad to take them up and to havé agrced

with you upon them. I am instructed again,to meke you an of-

fer to agree with you upon any reasonable terms whatever, and

will appear before your Board for that purpose at any date

you may neme . If, however, your Board does not desire that
we shoull make any further attempt to reach an agreement, if
you will kindly notify me, to that effect, our company will
issue its petition to have the roadvbed condemmed in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Code, relating thereto.In
this case , inasmuch assuch a proceedings contemplates
that our Company should pay to the county as damages what-
ever is necessary to restore of repair or change the grade
of the road after the construction of our road bed, wc are
advised that it would not be lawful for us to attempt to
do any thing to the roadway , as it stands at presentsm. Un-
less your Board should agree that the cost of whatever is
done shall be accepted as satisfaction to that oxtent of
the monetary damages whieh may be imposed upon:by the jury.
In conclusion,I am instructed by my company, to say that
they recognize that the public has a great interest in the
econstruction of our railway, and that all the public inter-
ests relating to it will be cearefully protected by our com-

panym and it would seem strange if we can not agree vupon sSome
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method under these circumstances,







