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Interesting Letter.

The following leiter appeared in the Boston
Transcript, of Saturday evening, its publication
having been authorized by the late Professor WEB-

Bosrox, Aug. b.
To Dr. Fraxcis PARKsaN:

Dear Sir—1 cannot leave this world in the
peace of mind for which 1 pray, without addres-
sifig you as the head of that family which 1 have
so deeply injured and afflicted, to make known to
you and them the bitter anguish of soul, the sin-
cers contrition and penitenco { have feit at having
been the cause of the affliction under which you
and they have been called to mourn. From more
than one I have received repealed acts ol friend-
ship and kindness, for which I have cver becn
and ain most truly groteful. Towards yourseli
in particular, my own feelings have been those ol
the most sincere regard. But every one of my
family have felt towards you that you were their
Pastor and their friend. Often has my wife re-
called the interest taken in her from her first
beeoming your parishioner, and often has che
spoken with feelings of deep gratitude of the in
fluence of your public ministratious and your pri-
vate instructions and conversations. These she
has often recalled and referred to as having es-
wablished the religious faith and trust which are
now such sources of consolation and support to
her and our children. And in justice to those
dearest to me, 1 beg to assure you, and [ entreat
you 10 believe me, no one of my family had the
slightest doubt of my entire innocencs up to the
moment whea the contrary wes communicated to
them by Dz, Putnam. That they have your sin-
cere pity and sympathy | feel assured. There is
no family, towards every member of which, L have
always felt a greater degree of respect, than that
of which vou are the head. 1 can offer no excuse
for my wicked and fatal ebullition of passion, but
what you already know.

1 had never, until the two or three last inter-
views with yvour brother, felt towards him any
thing but gratitade for the many acts of kinduess
and friendehip. That f should have allowed my
fuelings to become so excited on the occasion as
to have overpowered me 30 as to javolve the life
of your brother, aud my own temporaland eter-
| nal welfare, I can even now hardly realize. 1
may not from you receive forgiveness in this
world, yet I cannot but hope and believe you wiil
think of me with compassion, and remember me
in your prayers to Him that will not turn away
from the humble and penitent. Had I many lives
to live, with what joy would I lay them all down
could 1in the leas: atone for the injury I have
done, or alleviate the afiliction I have caused.—
But [ can now only pray for forgiveness for my-
solf, and for consolation and blessing vpon every
member of your family,

As for wmyself, nothing that has occurred has
weakened those feelings; and although those I
leave behind mo ray not meet yvou without the
keenest anguish, I trust you will exonerate them
from any participation in or knowledge of the fa-
ther’s sin up to the moment I have mentioned.—
And may you remember them in your prayers to
gedi‘alhor of the Fatherless and the Widow's

od.

& private letter, and by nomncans give it publicity.
At the same time, [ will request you to make
known to the immediate members of your fami-
ly the state of my feelings, and my contrition.

That every coneolation and blessing nay be
voachsafed.to y If and ev of yoar
family, is the heartfelt prayer o
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Yours, . W. WEBSTER.

1 beg you, my dear sir, to consider this strictly | {4
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INSURANCE COMPANIES.

UNITEDSTATES LIFE INSURANCE
CU.—IN THE CITY 0F NEW Y ORK.
Principal Ofiice,2i Wallst.— Buffalo Agency 8 Senecast-
Guarantee capital 8160,0006, the whola of which is
paid in and invested in the publie stocks of the Unitey
Htates, and of the State of New York. This company
tnakes insurance on the lives ot individuals, and every
insurance apperwining thercto, or connected with life
risks and grants, and purchases annuities.
ring upon the mutual plan, participate in the profits of
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Advantages of Warren’s Comp-sition Roofine. |
ITS protection against Fire is not superceded by. any

all the business transacied by the Cowmpany, in which
case, eighty per cent., or four-fifthe, is carried to the cre-
dit of the assured, and becomes payable in addition to
the sum 1nsured, al death. Tables are prepared forthose
who prefer to insure at very luw rates, without partici-
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House's Printing Telegraph.

An FuterviewdRtween Mr. Littleficld 4£2he office of House's Printing

Protessor Websater,

3to witness the operation of

Bostoy, July 25, and to learn what we could

Ao wte
between Dr. Webster and Mr. Littlefield, at the
solicitation of Dr. Webster, in the presence of
Mr. Andrews, the Jailor.  On their entrance, Dr.
Webster stepped forward and very cordially and
affectionately seized the hand of Mr. L., remark-
ing that he had long desired to see him; that he
could not feel at case until he made his acknow

pating inthe profita. California risks taken.

FrederickSheldon,
Luther Bradish,
Jusiah Rich,
James Suydam,
James Marsh,

Thomas C. Doremus,

1saac T. Storin,
Jaies 8. Polhemus,
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William Tucker.
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ledgents to him that he felt that he had done
him great injustice, and he asked his forgiveness.

Mr. Littletield promptly and feelingly “replied,
that he forgave him with all his heart, and ex-
pressed his pity and sympathy for him. ~Mr. Lit.
tleticld also told him that it was a painful duty he
had to perform when he took tlic stand and testi-
fied against him, but that he felt it a dutv which
he had no right to shrink from, and if he had sta-
ted anything wrong it was not intentional, and he
was very sorry and asked his forgiveness. Dr.
Webster replied that he had wisrepresented noth-
ing—that lie bad told the truth. Dr. W. said,
bowever, as a dying man, that he could not bring
the sledge hammer to his recollection,

As the interview was drawing to a close, Dr.
Webster again took the hand of Mr. Littlefield,
and thanked him for cailing, and expressed a wish
to see Mrs. Littlefield. Mr. Littlefield remarked
that they had always, while at the Medical Col-
lege, got along agrecably and pleasantly together,
aud that he (Dr. W.) had always treated him kind.
Iy, &e.  Dr. Webster said that a kind and friend-
ly feeling had always existed on his part toward
him (Mr. L.) aud his family, Dr. Webster spoke
of his present situation, and said he was resigned
to his fate, but felt deeply for his family. During
the entire interview both parties seemed deeply

=
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impressed, and they parted in tears.
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extremes are the same; both are in motion at
the same time, and they must run with the
Lsame velocity, which, as we understand it,
the electric current regulates. If the opera-
tor who is communicating happen to press a
wrong key, it will produce a wrong letter;
and if this wrong letter make the word unin-
telligible or the sense doubtful, the operator
who is receiving the communication, can
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" omman:wenllh
n- T uesday morning,
when the case of Prof. J. W. Webster now under
sentence of death for the murder df Dr. George
Parkman came before them on a petition for a
commrtation of sentence, which petition was in
these words: |
k| To” His Excellency the Governor and to the Hon-
orable Ezecutive Council of the Commonwealth
of Massachuselts :

. John White Webster, a convict, under sentence
[ of death, in Boston jail, in behalf of himself and
%l -of his wife and his children, respectiully petitions,
M} that the sentence awardod againsthim by the
llaw, may be commuted to such other less horri-
ble and igneminious punishment as your honora-
e body may mercifully decree. -
Your petitioner fully admits that he was tried
Bkbefore a fair and impartinl tribunal, and that un-
b der the law as it exists, his jury, composed as it
iwas of honorable and high-minded men, could
Whave returned no verdict other than they did.—
‘:But he respectfully reminds your honorable body,
*'thnt the two great morul ingredients of the crime
4- murder, malice and premeditation, have never
W'heen found agaiust him by a jury, but have beeu
lpecessarily inferred by the arbitrary rules of the
Waw, from certain general facts, which your peti-
joner will not deny, but the extennating details |
Bf which, no man in your petitioner’s situation
fcan ever possess legal evidence to prove. These
Kdetails your petitioner has confided to the friend
ho presents his petition, with authority to  state
hem to your honorable body, in the hope that
fkou will find therein, reason to extend to your pe-
Ationer and his family, that mercy of which the
hw has made you the diepensers.
' And your petitioner will ever pray.
J. W. WEBSTER.

» Boston, June, 1850.

This pelition was referred to the Committee on
2ardons, of which body Lieut. Governor Reed
s chairman, and 12 o’clock was assigned for
t§ consideration,
& Before the committee, at 12 o*clock, appeared
e ltev. Dr. Putnam, the spiritual adviser of the
ndemned, with a petition lor a commutation of
nishment, together with a confession that he
led Dr. Parkinan.
MThe reverend gentleman profaced the state-
fkut by a few remarks relative to the manner
I which the confession was made to him. He
Bied that he had no previous acquaintanceship
Mih Prof. Webster, before being called to act in
capacity of his spiritual adviser. In the first
weelks of his visits, he sought no acknowledg-
tof the prisoner. At length, on the 23d of
B3\, he visited him in his cell, and demanded of
, for his own well being, that he should tell
tiuth in regard to the matter, and he acceded
he request by making a statement, which
now submitted for the cousideration of the
nncil.

t was in substance as follows :

!’ff THE CONFISSION,
@01 Tuesday, 20th Novomber, I sent the note
B Dr. Parkman, which it appears, wae carried by
oy Masxwell. [ handed it to Littlefield un-
dled. It was to ask Dr. Parkman to eall at
ooms, on Friday, the 23d, after my lecture.
ad become of late, very importunate forhis
fle had threatened me with a suit; to put
cer in my house, and to drive me from my
gsorship, if I did not pay him. The purport
note was sinply to ask the conference. "1
%61 tell him, in it, what 1 could do, or what I
o suy about the payment. 1 wished to gain,
75 Wiose tsw days,'a Telease trdii s solicitations
o :hich I was liable every dav, on occasions,and
¥.a manner very disagreeabl and alarming, also
o dvert for so loug a time, at least, the fulfillmont
f recent threats of severe measurcs. I did not,
jxpect to be able to pay him when Friday should !
i‘gl‘i've. My purpose was, if he should accede to |
‘ha proposed interview, to staté to him my embar-
gi‘xg'sments and untter inability to pay him at present
{o. dpologise for those things in my conduct which
1ad offended hitn—to throw myself upon his mer-
~to beg for further time and indulgence, for
lgra suke of my family, if not for myself, and to
mke as good promises to him as I'could have
1y hope of keeping. 1 did not hear from himon
‘h}&‘d“)} nor lhe‘next (Wednesday) but 1 f{ound |




W'hursday he had been abroad in pursuit.of me !
Fout finding me. 1 imagined he had forgotten
Eappointinent, or else did not mean to wait for |
1 }eared he would come in upon me at my
fMuse hour, or while I was preparing my ex-
¥ meunts for it 3 therefore, I called at his house !
Biat morning (Friduy,) between eight and nine
ck to remind him of my wish to see himat
College at half past cne—my lecture closing
Bine. fdid not stop to talk with him, for I ex-
B:cd the conversation would be a long one, and
fhd my lecture to prepare for, for it was neces-
for me to have my time, and also, to keep
mind free from other exciting matters. Dr.
gkman agreed to call on me as 1 proposed.—
came,accordingly,between half past 1 and two
Block, entering at the lecture room door. | was
ged in moving some glasses from my lecture
bm table, into the room in the rear, called the
r laboratery. He came rapidly down the
p, and followed me into the Juboratory. He
mediately addressed me with great energy—
re you ready for me, sir? Have you got the
gney?”’ I replied **No, Dr. Parkman:”’ and I
] then beginning to state my condition, and my
fibpeal to bim, but he would not listen to me, and
Biorrupted me with more vehemnence. He call-
B me a scoundrel and liar, and went on heaping
me the most bitter taunts and opprobrious epi-
te. While he was speaking, hie drew a hand-
of papers from his pocket, and took from a-
ong them mny two notes, and also an old letter
Dr. Hossack, written mpny years ugo, con-
ulating him on his success in " getting me ap-
inted Professor of Chemistry. “You see,” he
, *I got you into your office, and now I will
bt.you outofit.’” He put back inte his pocket
¢ papers except the letter and the notes. 1

Saunot tell how long the torrent of thréats atid in-
‘. oy o ndd b JY WPV

sama.
hut a small portion of what he said ; at first 1
‘interposing, trying to pacify him, so that 1
ghtobtain the object for which 1 sought the in-
lerview, but I could not stop him, and soon my
jwn temper was up; 1 forgot everything, and feit
olhing butthe sting of his words. 1 was excited
the highest degree of passion, and while he was
eaking and gesticulating in the most violent and
ng munner, thrasting the letter and his fist
face, in my fury I seized whatever thing
as handiest, [it was a stick of wood,] and dealt
1im g0 instantuneovs blow with all the force that
passion could giveit. I did not know, or think,
or care, where I should hit him, nor how hard,nor
what the effect would be. It was on-the sideofl
is head, and there was nothing to break the force
fiof the blow. He fell instantly upon the pave-
meant. T¥Were was no” gecond blow; he did not
Pmove. I-stooped down over him, and he seemed
Eto be lifeless. - Blood flowed from his mouth, and
[ got a sponge and wiped it away. I got=ome
“nmmonl;and ap;ilied it to his nose, but without
affect.: P s L spent jen minutes in atteinpts
.?o.»remclggﬁtpim.‘, but l!ﬁu,nq He * was absolutely
. In'my horror ahd conetornation, J ran in-
 RUTICLIVETY Y the doors.
of the lecture room and of the laboratory below.—
“A'rid then what was Lto do? I[Lnever occurmd to
meto goout and declare what had been done, and
{] obtain assistance. lsaw nothing but e altérna-
;] tive of a successful movement and concealment of
the body on the one hand, and infamy and des-
truction on the other. The first thing I did, as
scon as [ could do anything, wus to draw thg bo-
dy into the private room adjoining, where I took
off the clothes, and began putting them into the
fire, which was burniug in the upper laboratory.
They were all consumed there that afternoon, with
papers, pocketbook, and whatever they contained.
I did not examine the pockets, nor remove any-
thing, except the watch. 1 saw that,or the chain
of it, hanging vut. I tookit, and threw it over
the bridge as | went to Cambridge. My next
mave was to get the body into the sink, which
stands in asmall private room; by setting the bo-
dy pariially erect against the corner, and by get-
ting up into the sink myself, I succeeded in draw-
ing itup there. It wasentirely dismembered. It
was quickly done, as a work of terrible and des-
perafe necessity. Theonly instrument was the
knife found by the officers, in the tea chest, which
1 kept for cutting corks. 1 made no use of the
Turkish knife, as it was called at the trinl. That
had long been kept on my parlor mantelpiece in
Cambridge, as a curious ornament. My daugh-
-tews frequently cleaned it; hence the murks of oil
and whiting found onit. I had lately brogght it
to Boston to get the silver sheath ropaired. While
dismembering the body, a stream ol Cochimate
Water was running through the lower labosatory,
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[ gve:been uifonk {TAHE i
<8ling ﬁ io‘w‘, as stained immddi
There was g fite burning.in. th¥' lby
Littlefield was fuistaken fti
ef been a fire there. He had prg ¥ 1
dled one, but 1 had done it myselth several times.
1 had done it that day for the burpose of fnaklig
oxygengas. The head and viscera were pu:{lnto
that furnace thut day, and the fuel heapéd ofi. 1
did not examine at night to see to what degree
they were céiiéméﬂfgsma of thé extemities
were put in there, 1 believe, on that day; the pel-
vis, and some of the limbs, perhaps, were all put
undet the lid of the lecture-room table, In what is
called the woll—a doep sink, lined with lead; a
stream of Cochituate was turned into it, and kept
ranning through it all Friday night; the thorax
was put inlo a similar well, in the lower laborato-
ty, which | filled with water, and threw ina
quantity of potash which I found there.

This disposition of the remains was not chan-
ged till after the visit of the officers on Monday.
When the body had been thus all disposed of, 1
cleared away all traces of what had been done.—
I think the stick with which the fatal blow . had
been struck proved to be a piece of the stump of
a large grape vine—say two inches in diameter,
“and two feet long. 1t was one of several piecos
which I had carried in from Cambridge long bo-|
fore, for the purpose of showing the effect of cer-’
tain chemical fluids in coloring wood, by being
absorbed into the pores. Thu grape vine, being
a very porous wood, was well adapted tothis pur
pose. Another longer stick had been used as in- ‘
tended, and exhibited to the students. This one|
had not been used. 1putitintc the fire. 1 took!
up the two notes either from the table or the floor. |
i think the table, close by where Dr. P. had full-
en.  Lseized an old metalic pen lying on the ta-
ble, dashod it actoss the face and through the sig-
natures, and put themn in my pocket. 1 do not
i know why [ did thus rather than put them in the
Iire. for I had not considered for a imoment what
t affect either mode of disposing of them. would

have-on the morigage, or my indebtedness to Dr

t. and the other persons interested, and I had not
| yet given asingle thought to the question as to
“what account I should give of the object or result
of my intetview with Dr. Parkman. Ineversaw
the siedge hammer spoken of by Littlefield; never
knew of its existence, at least I have no recollec-
tion of it. 1 left the college to go home, as late
as 6 o’clock. 1 collected myself as well s I could
that I inight mest my family and others with com-
posure.

On Saturday I visited my rooms at the college,
but made no change of the disposition of the re-
mains, angd laid no plans as to my fulure course.
On Saturday evening 1 read the noticé in the
Transcript respecting his disappearahce. 1 was
then deeply imnpressed with the necessily of im-
mediately taking some ground as to the charac-
ter of my interview with Dr. Parkiman, for I saw
that it must become known that [ had had such
an interview, as I had appointed it first by an un-
sealed note on Tuesday and on Friday had myself
called at his house in open day, and ratitied the
arrangement, and had there been.seen, and had
probably been overheard by the man servant, and
| knew not by how many persons. Dr. P. might
have been seen entering my rooms, or how muny
persons he might tiave told by tha way whara he
was going—tho interview would in all probability
be known, aud 1 must be ready to explain it.—
The question exercised me much, but on Sunday
my course was taken. 1 would go into Boston
and be the first to declare myself the person, as
yet unkuown, with whom Dr. P. hac¢ made the
appointment. 1 would take the groundthat I had
invited hiin to the college to pay him money, and
that I had paid it. Accordingly I fixed upon the

sum by taking theIamall note and alddig g ir}te{]est
which it appeais I { h{éﬁ?q reqngousiy: . ad
thought bfp?his cou'r%%{enmii 3 iﬁﬁﬁﬂ"ﬁtﬁf‘m
deposited Pettico’s check for $90 in the Charles
River Bank on Saturday, but should have sup-
pressed it, as going so far to make up the sum
which I was to have professed to have paid him
the day before, and which Pettico knew I had by
me at the hour of interview, it had not occurred
to me that 1 should ever show the notes cancelled
in proof of it, or ] should have destroyed the large
note. and let it be inferred that it was gone with
the missing man, and 1 should only have kept the
small one, which was all 1hat I conld pretend to
have paid. My single thoiight was concealinent
and safely; everything else was incidental to
that. I was in no state to consider my ulterior
| pecuniary interest. Money, though 1 needed it
so much, was of no account with me in that con

\ dition of mind. |




cide of Dr. Pnrﬁmnn', in order to get possession

of the notes and cancel iy debt, 1 not only should
not have deposited Pettee’s check the next day,

but should have made some show of gatling and
having the money the morning before. I should,
have drawn my mney from the bank and taken|
occasion to mention to the cashier that I had a!
sum to make up on that day for Dr. Parkman,

and the same to Henchinan, when | borrowed the
$10, I should have remarked that I was so much

short of u suni that I was .to pay Parkman. |
borrowed the money of Henchman as mere pock-
ot-mony for the day. Had 1 intended the homi-
cide of Dr. P., I should not have made the ap-

pointment with him twice, and sach time in so
open a manner that other persons would almost
certainly know of it; and I should not have invit-
ed him to my roomws at an hour when the College
would be full of students and others, and an hour
when [ was most likely to receive calls from oth-
ors, for that was the hour, just after the lecture,
at which persons having business with me, or in

my rooms, were always directed to call 1 look-
ed into iy rooms on  Sunday afternoon, but did
nothing. After the first visit of the officers, 1
wok the pelvis and some of the limbs from the
upper well, and threw them into the vault under
the privy.

1 took the thorax from the well below, and
packed it in the tea-chest, as found. My own
iinpression has been, that this was not done till
after the second visit of the officers, which was
on Tuesday, but Kingsley’s testimony shows that
it must have been done sooner. The perforation
of the thorax had been done by the knife. At
the time of removing the viscera, on Wednesday,
é r\”. on ]:\'lndlh\[;s and made u fire [ the furnace

olow, having first poked down the ashes. | Some
of the limbs, I cannot remember which ‘or how
many, .were consumed at that time. This was
the last I had to do with the remains. The tin
box was designed to receive the thorax, though
I had not finally concluded where Ishould piit the
box. The fish hooks, tied up as grapples, were

to be used for dra ving up the parts in the vault,
whenever 1 should determine how to disposc of
them and get strains onough. I had a confused
double object in ordering the box, and making the
grapples. I had, before,.intended to get such
things to send to Fayal; the box to hold the plants
and other articles which 1 wishedto protect from
the salt water and thesea air, and the hooks to

be used therein obtaining coralline plants from
the sea. It was this previously intended use of
them that suggested and mixed itself up with the
idea of the other application. [ doubt, even

now, to which use they would have been applied;

I had not used tho hooks at the time of the dis-
covery.

The tan put into the tea chest was taken from
a barrel of it that had been in the laboratery for
some time. The bag of tan broughtin on Mon-
1da¥ was 1iot used, nor intended to bo used; it be-

longed to"a ‘quantity obtained by me a long time
ago, for oxperimonts in tanning, and was sent in
by the family to get it out of the way. Its being
sent in just at that time was ‘accidental. I was
not awure that I had put the knife inghe chest,—
The stick found in the saucer of ink, was for
making coarse diagrams on cloth. The buneh of
filed keys had been used long ago by me in Fruit
street, and thrown carelessly by into a drawer. [
never examined them, and do not know whether
they would fit any of the locks of the college or
uot. 1f there .were other keys fitting doors with
which L had nothing to do, 1 supposed they must
have been all duplicates, or keys of former locks
left there by the meehanics or janitor. 1 know
nothing about them, and should never be likely
19 notice them amongst the multitude of articles,
large and:small of all kinds, colected in my
rooms. The janitor had furnished me with a key
to the dissecting room, for the admission of med-
icul friends visiting the college, but 1 had never
used it. The nitric ucid on the stairs was pat
used to remove spots of blood, but was dropped
by accident. When the officcers culled for e
;o0 Friday, the 30th, 1 was in doubt whoether:

wus under arrest, or whether a more strigt search |
of my rooms was to be had; the latter hypothe-
'sis being hardly less appalling thanthe former,—
When I found that we went over Cragies’ bridge |
1 thought the arrest most probale. When I|
found that the carringe was stoppiig at the jail,’
1 was sure of my fate. Before laving the car-
riage, I took a dose of strychnine tom my pock-
ot andswallowed it, I had prepareditin the shape




BE;h pill before'L left reF 1§BYEALDF
thonght 1 tould noyear "’gurqu‘. :
ihought Jf, was a larg8 doBp.  The fy
négvous, system, prebably, Uefeated it § ‘ion’!
partially. “The effects of thé poison werb-térrible
beyond descflption. It waein opersiion at the
Collége, and Before 1 went thers,but most severe+
ly afteswagds. 1 wrotd but one of the anonymous
lotters{préBuced dt the trial—#®  one mailed at
Ilast Cambridge. The litile bundle referred to
in the lettor detained by the jailer, contained only
a bottle of nitric acid, for. domestic use. 1 had
scen it stated in a newspaper that 1 had purchased
a quantity ot oxalic acid, which it was presumed
-was to be used in removing blood stains. I wish
the parcel o be kept untouched, that it inay be
shown, if there should be occasibn, what it really
was that I had purchased. I have drawn up, in
separate papers, an explanation of the use I in-
tended to make of the blood sent for on Thursday
the 23d, and of the conversation with Littlefield
about the dissecting vault. I think that Pettee,
. in his testimony at the trial, put too strougly my
words about having settled with Dr. P.  What-
ever I did say of the kind, was in the hope.l
entertained that I should be able to pacify Dr. P.,
and make some atrangements with him, and was
suid in order to quiet P’ettee, who was becoming
restive under the solicitations of Dr. Parkman.

After Dr. Webster bad stated most of the facts
recorded ahove on the 22d May, this question,
with all the earnestness, solemnity and authority
of lone that Dr. Putnam was master of, was ad-
dressed him:

“Dr. Webster, in all probability your days are
numbered; you cannot, you dare not speak false-
iy 1o me now; you must not die with a lie in your
mouth; so, prove to yourself that your repentunce
for the sins of your past life is sincere—tell me
the truth, then-~a confidence to bs kept sacred
during your lifetime, and as much longer as my |
regard for the happiness of your family shall
secin to me to require, and the .interest of truth
and justice to permit. Search to the bottom of
| your heart for the history of your motives, and
" tell ine, before God, did it never vceur to you, be-

fore the decease of Dr. Parkinan, that his death,
if you could bring itto pass, would be of great
advantage to you, or at least that personal injury
to hiin m.ght possibly be the result of your ex-
pected conference with him? Asa dying man, I
charge you to answer me truly and exactly, or
olse be silent--had you not such a thought?

1 *No, never,” said he, with energy and feeling;
i¢asIlive and as God is my witness, never! 1
was 1o more capablo of such a thought than one
of my innocent children. I never had the remo
testidea of injuring Dr. P. until the moment the
blow was struck. Dr. P. was extromely severe
and sharp—the most provoking of men--and 1
am irritable and passionate. A quick handedand
brief violence of tewnper has been a hesetting sin
of my life. 1 wasan only child much indulged,
and I have never acquired the control over my
passions that I ought to have acquired early, and

the consequence is all this."”
¢ But vou notified Dr. Parkman to meet you
at a certain hour, and told him you would pay
him, when you knew you had not the money.””
“No,” he replied, *“I did not tell him I would
pay him, and there is no evidence that I told him
so. Exceptipny own words spoken aflter his dis-
appearance, and after [ had determined to take
<the ground that I had paid hiin, those words were
of the miserable tissue of falshoods to which |
. was commilted from the moment I had began to
‘ conceal the homicide. 1 never bad a thought ol
i injuring Parkman.”
i This was accompanied by the statement in
" which Professor Webster aitempts o explain as t«
i hisseeing Littlefield, sending for blood, and of in-
I:quirifig about gasses from the vault. Affer read-
I statement, Dr. Pitnin pi'&iqeep_eg to argue

C

its trithfulness, .anyi

whenthe writ of error was still pending. Also,tha
! Prof. Webster’s estate was worth several thousanc
dollars, and that he was not in such a strai{ as t
commit such a erime deliberately. The previon:
petition from Prof. Webster, protesting his inno
cence, and, praying for absolute pardon, he said
was got up by his family, who were unwaverin;
in their belief of his innocence, until his confes
sion was communicated to them abouta weel
since. He concluded in asserting his belie{ tha
the confession was true.

Members of the council have retained a copy o
the petition previously presented, and withdraw:
by the advice of Dr. Pautnam, which will proba
bly be published. 1t asserts his innocence, ond i
also asserts that Littlefield, or some other person
placed the remains in his room, to compass hi
ruin
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ment. There were some additional documents
relative to minor matters. The Rev, Dr. [’ul_num
then followed in an argument to the Council on
the truthfulness of the statement, and in favar_ of
granting a commutation of punishment, in which
(e stated his firm belie{l that Prof. Webster had
told the truth in the matter.

He further stated thatif the committee could
come to a favorable decision, the sooner that it
was announced the better; but il the decision
should be unfuvorable, he wished for further time
to allow of petitions in his favor.

AuBurRN STATE PRisoN.— Expiration of Sen-
tence— Mistake—Four convicts on Thursday last
having made an error in reckoning the length of
time they were bound to work for the State, made
their exit throngh a hole in the wall rather small-
er than the front gate. Two of them having been
apprised of their error, by some of the gentle-
manly turnkeys, returned, the other two not hav-
ing been notified of their mistake, are still at
large. They will doubtless roturn us soon as they
are officially notified that their contracts with the
state are not fulfilled. These istakes on the
pari of the convicts must annoy the keepers, and
it seems to us it would be an improvement in the
discipline, if the convicts could be kept in mind
of their term of service, and avoid those annoy-
ing errors in the computation of time.—Cayuga
New Era.

13" Madmne Anna Bishop hus been singing at
Savannah, Georgia. At her benefit there, on the
3ist ult., she is said to have worn $30,000 worth
of jewelry, all of which was presented to her by
distinguished personages.

GRAND ATTRACTION
AT M’ARTHUR’S GARDIN!

. Mons., Adrien,
The celebrated Magician, will have the honer of ap-
pearing in his MAGICA L SOIRLS .
_ Monday Evening, July 8,
and during the week.
Part Firsr—Tricks of Address. Magical and Me-
chavical experiments,
Pawr Secoap—The therial suspension Indizn Meta-
morphoses.
Parr Taikp—The beautiful Megascorama.
§72” Doorsopen at 7. Comumnence at 8 o'clock.
{7 Tickets 25 cts, Seals reserved, 374 cis. Jyo-lw

CLINTON [IALL.
FOR '"f'WO NIGRIES ONLY!

GRAND MUBICAL ATTRACTION!

The celebrated Germania Mustcat society,consisting of
23 instrumeuntal solo perfarmers, respectfuliy announce to
the Iadies and gentlemen of Buffalo, that they willgive
their flrst grand instrumental concert on Yriday evening
July 5th,at the Clinton Hall.

“Principal picces to be performed are: Overtures Zm-
pa by Herold, and Preischuetz by Weber, Fanwsia and
variations for Violin by Paganini  executed by Mr.
Schultze,—Carnival de Venice, or Vari tions, burlesque
for Bussoon by Erast, executed by M hiede; Casta Dj-
va from the Opern Normasby Bellit Wedding tarch
from the melo-drama; Mid-summer nights dream by
Meudelsgohn, Gallop Guerriera by Lieder; sounds from
home; Rail Road Gallop &c. N :

‘Tickets 50 cents each, for sale at the Hotels, Book and
Music stores, and at (he door.
Doors open at 7, Concert counnen

at 8 o’clock.

C. . ]lLOSIi‘JR CO.

At No. 4 East SenecaStreet, Butfalo,

Will keep constantly on hand during (he
scason, FRESII OVSTERS—Opened, in
cans and kegs, to sait the market, Also,
PICKLED OYSTERS,in jarsand kegs.,

Also—FRESI FISI, from the depths of old ocenn.

TROPICAL FRUIT, of all kinds.

Also~-Thomas Kennett & Co's hennetical ly SLALED
OYSTERS, in cans, -

FRESH CONGRESS WATER and fine LOBSTEKS
raceived daily.

Partizular attention will ho given to supply all deliea-
cies for Bveniug Partics, and no ctiort sparcd 1o reader
most perfect satisfaction to all enstomers.

All orders from abroad proinpily attended to.

G Haviog arrangemencs with Hugeman & Cowell, of
Albany, and Garaett Hageman, of New York, €. H. B.
ﬁ: Co., will be able to supply anv atticle in Lis line not on

and.’

§777” Ordera transmitted to New York by Telegraph, if
desired, and arteiles received by first Expr myl
NOTHING SELLS BQUAL o TlEM.
i We cannot ¢peuak from experience of the character of
; Sloan’s medicines and preparations, but we know noth-
L ing in thatsells equai to his, which leads us to conclude

that they have the virtueg claimed for them,— Southport
Telegraph, Wis., Dec.4L, 1849,
& See Sloan’s advertisement in another column,
e27tjy6 o




From the Boston Journal.

Decision of the Executive Council in

the case of Prof, John W, Webster.

. s N O L

The (mmz‘ni}leekX it pudonsm’;mpoﬂd 5]' Lien-
tenant Goverhor. John Reed, ¢hairmanspi Yar-

outh; Dr. Luther V. Bell, superintondéfi of the

cLane asylum for the insane ; Hon, Samuel
Wood, of Grafton; Hon. John Teunney, of Me-
thuen, and Hon. Chas. M. Owen, of Stockbridge,
met at 10 o’clock this morning, and submitied
their final report in the case of John W. Webster,
to the Governor and Council. . - .

The Couucil met in their chamber, and held
the session with closed doors. After arsembling,
and being called to order, the following report was
presen.ed by. Lieut. Gov. Reed, chairman of the
committee on pardons :—

REPORT. ' . 't oo

The committee on. pardons, to:-whom was re-
ferred the petition of Jonn W. Webster, a con-
vict under sentence of death,

[ praying, 'in behalf
of himselfand his wife and children, the Governor
and Council to exteadto the petitioner a cammu-
tation of the punishment awarded.to him, also a
copy of the records of the Court, conlaining ‘the
trial and sentence of said ‘Webater, and also sun-.
dry other petitions and ,argnments wreferring . o,
or in support of, the petition of shid Webster, —
now report, troe b

That, by said record,it appeara that said Web-
ster was regularly indicted, for the crime of the
murder of Dr. Parkiman, and set to the bar of ihe
Supreme Court at the March torm thereof, A. D.
1850—and there, .having, bepn enquired of how
he would acquit himsell concerning the premises,,
for answer said he 'was not guilty, and thareof pit
himself upon the couritry, R C

Counsel wag therenpon assigned for the prison-
er. On the nineteenth day of March following,

said Webster was again set to the bar to be tried
A jury whs empanelied and sworn, and after foll
hearing, on their oaths declared thatthe said John
W. Woebster was guilty. nd thereafterward,
viz: on the lst day of April; ih said Court, said
Webster being - placed at.the bar for sentence; it
was demanded of him by said Court if he had
anything to say wherefore sentonce should ‘niot be
declared upon the premises and verdict aforesaid.
To, which said Webster nothin farther answered.

Thereupon it was considerec by the Cotirt, that
the said John W. Webster bié Yaken to the jail
whence hé came, and thence-te the place of exe-
cution, and there be hanged by the neck until he
be dead. ) . '

Since the passing said sentencs by. ydid Court,
numerous petitions: and arguments. have been
presented to the Executive for. the full pardon of.
said Webster, founded upon the belief and pre--
sumption that he never cofmmitted even a homi-
cide. . Recent avents; hawever, relieve the com-
mittes.in a great measire from the consideration '
of ali xuch ‘argiments and petitions; * -~ - |

On the 2 of July, A. D..1850, the Rev. Dr.|
Pulnam,;,by appointment, appeared in bshalf JJ
said Webster, before the committee on pardons, !
and read a confession miade by ‘sald Webater, ue- |
knowledging - that. he .committed the homicide,
and declaring the manner and circumetances
thereof,—and at the same time presented said
Webster's petition for a commutation of the sén-
tence aforesaid. .. The petition .and . confessjon
were supported by an able argument by Dr. Put.
nain.

To this confession and argument, and all argu-
ments and evidence suppurting it, we have given
our most serious and anxious atténtion, mgd'we
have proceeded to contider the satne with hearts
#nd tninds desirous. to know the fruth, and our
duty, and with a firm purpose to do ’w/m'l both
should require to do. '

Itseems ta vour committeo that the sentenc» in
the caso of raid Webster, having been passed by
the Court, after a full and fair trial, in the course
of which all the facts and circumstances which
could then be brought to light, were patiently.and
thoroughly investigated, and weighed by, the jury,
—and having beon fully affirmed, after a careful
revision of the law wupon trial, since had by the
full Court, on soiemn.argument of both sides,
there. appears to_be 110 ground, for Executive in-

terposition, except it may be found iir the subse-

quent colifession ‘of the pridoner.-

In this view, the only questions; a3.it seems to
us are, whether the statements which said Web-
ster now mskes in hig confession, of the maiiner
and circumstances of :the"-humitide, aré so con-
firmed by other evideneo, or 8o intrinsigally . pro-
bable, that they ought to be received as true; apd|
if trae, whether thiey justify the' Ezecutive' in |
comimutation of the pu:uishqnp!.‘” IR T
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———{ "The committée

. XY (0FES qUESIIUNE, 16 [NINa8 o1 tNé commities
have been most carefully directed, and, as they
Arust, with no unwillingness on: their part to come
,ta an affirmative conclusiop, if they could do so
consistently with a supreme regard to truth and
Justice, 'iul’ after’ all'’ the 'tonsideration” which
they.have:been ableiito bestow upon this confes-
sion, and under the light of all the evidence and
the comments with which it bas been sccompa-
niéd and supported, thiey feel constrained to bay,
that the effect has not been such as ta satisfy their |
minds that the L?‘!Q““,“ of the case is materially
changed. Inoflier words, the palliating facts and
¢ircumstances set Torth in the confession have not
been so confirmed. by other evidence and circum-
stances, aa to form a proper apd sufficient basis for
Executive interferende.” % 1 Cow "
“Fo this painful conelision. the' committce have
:noanimously come, . ., . . . L
(0 ) ‘e “therefore réspectiully repord,
that they éannot; consistontl§ with what (hey:con-
ceive: thair .duty, Teeommend & commutation-of
the s,ggt?lg;‘:‘a‘ in fhe case of John ‘W. Webster,

as prayed for 1 his petition. %<7 ’
& Nothing"aow remains forithe cdmmittea, in' the
lischarge of. this painful duty, but 1o advise your|
LXC!

gllency in determining upon’s tyme for the

Bkeciftion,” and ‘they ‘name FRIDAY, THE

FTHIRTIETH -DAY. OF AUGUST. NEXT.

r;p q:; duy;; gnd recommend to your Excellency to
ide

decide upon that day as'the time for thé eXeculion
ﬁigJﬂhn’ W Webater,” {7 atons a il Ly
At i goas 1 JOHN REED, Chairman.

1 1t JOHN
b1 Gouncl) Chamber, July 19, 1850.

“n

.

2he conclasion of ;the irewding - of thera-'
Ehyhis, Excelloncy, Gov.. Briggs;. rgad do the
ouncil thg following address: " T !
15" the Hororable Coi ieil: “The Coiuncil ‘Hay-
y donbidéred atid’acted on' the'éase of John!W.
ebster, - convict; under-sentence -of death,- jt
"goaies my duty, as the Chief Exacutive Mag-
"istrate of the' Commoriwéalth, to make 4 final da-
jelsidn on & questioniinvolving the life of the pris-,
:aner. , L.feel the .wo\i‘gbg,of its responsipility., But,
r a reiponsibjgily ound in a path ‘oFo cial du-!

ty, atd 1'ani not' disposad to vade it, or'to shrink |
L from ft. ' kor vigh; mo‘x;tha pns;thid extraordina-
% Gge has created 2 deep and painful interest’
.E‘hoi:‘ﬂ; the”p'ei)ple‘ of M'a's’_quchuseFt:. and of the
'whéte Unloni 1ts histoby'is as' brief ad'if is ferri-:
bleiand instructive; every new developmant in j{s
Er regs has beeq more strange, and has increas-|
‘6d thaf interest. Lo R '

! ?On:the 23d day of November, 1849, Dr. Geo.

*@ﬂ_xmn. a.well knpwn and highly respectable
ztitizen of Bustyn, left his house’and family on by-
F#inest), ds was'tsual for hiniand never returneéd
:‘o ‘hlafn; dHii ‘unéxpected” absence :alarmed his
g:family, apd, excitpd the attention of the peopls in
'n‘n’ﬁ u);-oui:'d'Boilor?'. In the Loumé‘ofxll)' dgy or
| two it was understood that the prisoner had said
g.that Dr. Parkman met him athis rooms .in the:
Medical College in the west part of the city, not
far from half Past-oid (clock on'tHe  day- of his
-disappearatice,and it Yid theh'§nd thets paid hin;
‘Bam ofirhéney! which ke, - Dr.""Parkman;, ‘took
Ahta his hands and hastily rushed toward the :out-,

5
#
f

L er-doof.. i« & it it o, TR
- Dr. Parkman .was leo seen by .other. pergons
about the same sime uf :day, within,. farty feot. o
he dogr of the College, aud. walkipng guickly, to-
.;‘,’-rd it. | These, with other circumstances, dir

direc-
tted the public mind toward the College building.
eThe p'eki‘!_‘}idglf. orle week after ‘m§ disapp'eg:-‘
Yauce of Dr."Parkiidn, the dfsmembered: parts of
& haman body were fourtd: in' different places in
#ild voder the rooms occupiéd by the prisoner. in
Elghit College; some of them in a-farunce, nenrly
tlestroyed by fire, some 'of them: packed. in:a tea
(eheat, and other parta. in the vanlt of a privy ay-
ached to his laboratory....; -, . G .7 e
1 Suspicions were strongly fixed on him, and. he
‘was arrested and..copmitted, tv Leyereit street
8il. A coroner’s inguest wes called, and after o
ong examication, into the (acis of tl}é ¢cdse, ¢ond
ucted in secret, the jury reporfed that the 're
imaing coud ‘Were'party’of the body of the' lald
r. Gdorge' Parlrian; that he'camé to’ his dedth
Dy violence in the Medizal College in-Boaton; :on
'Friday, the 23d.'day..of November, and that he
was:killed by Johit' W. Webstar. -The evidence
faken befare the inquest was. not given tp the pub-
dic.. I Junnary, 1850, the cage wps lgid before
e grand jury for the cqtmy’q[ Suffolk, and the
Jpygatigation before that body restlted'in finding
“indictment against phe prisonér for the mnrder
ll‘k‘ﬁm‘ YRS ;":.‘ PR L T
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He was arraigned on theindictment and pleaded
not guilty. Two of the mest able and distinguished
lawyets of .the Commonwealth were, upon his
owigselectlyn, assigned to him-as-cqunsel by ¢
Sagtems Court, and his trial before {he full benchy
of that Cotrt fixed on the 19th of March. Some|
time befors th& day of trial the Attorney'General
furnished the counsel of the prisoner, not only
with a list of the names of the witnesses to be
called against him, which is_required to be dope
in all capital cases in this Commonwealth, but
also with a copy of the testimony taken before the
Coroner’s Inquest, and which had been produced
against him before the grand juiy.. ... .

The . tims appojnted for the trial arrived, when
four Judges of the Supreme Court were present,
and sat durinf‘; the trial. In pursuance, of the
provisions of law, sixty jurors had been drawn
from the jury box in the county of Suffolk. By
law, the prisoner had a right peremptorily, without
giving any reason, to challenge twenty jurors,
and for good reasons to ebject to any others whose
names might be called. 1n empannelling the jury
who tried him, the prisober exercised his peremp-
tory right of challenge in only fourteen instances.

The trial was one of surpassing interest and
solemnity, and lasted eleven days. On the part,
of the prisoner, the case was argued ‘with great:
earnestness, candor and ability, by the Hon. Pliny
Merick, his senior counsel, After denying that
the evidence on the part of the Government was|
sufficient to prove thnt the prisoner killed Dr.
Parkman at dll, the counsel took the ground that
if in any event the jury should comne to the con-
clusion that he did kill him, then the circum-
stances of the case were such as to satisfy them
that the killing could not have been premeditated,
but was the result of an unexpected conflict be-
tween the parties and of sudden passion.

This position he. endeavored to maintain by
an ingenious and powerful appeal to the jury.
The case was closed on the part of the Common-
wealth by the Attorney General, by an address of
singuldr point and effect. After the Attorney|
General had finished his argument, the Court
informed the prisoner that he had the right, which
he might exercise or not, as he plensed, to muke
such remarks to the jury as he saw fit. The
prisone: rose. and for some time addressed the
jury in his own bebalf. An elaborale, clear, and
comprehensive charge was given by the Chief
Justice, after conversation with the other members
of the Court, who sat with him at the trial.

The jury retired to their room, and after an
absence of three hours, late on Saturday evening
returned into Court with & verdict of guilty. The
next Monduy morning, the prisoner was again
brought into Court, and received from the Chief
Justice the sentence of the law, which.doopyg
. him to" suffer death by hanging, at sugh ;l;.ould
the Executive of the Commonw '

appoint.. . -
na fow days a cop ~.ne record of his co

v
icti ~ated to the Governor and
gs;l:zil":,‘;,s‘h‘:aglsneriﬁ' of the county of Suffolk,
| according fo the direction of the statute. ,
“On ths 24th of April, the prisoner gent by J.w
"hand of his friend, to the Governor and Council, |
n pettion for pardon, under his own hand, on the
ground of his entire innocence of the crime of
which he had been convicted and for which he
" was under sentence of death.. All proceedings on
thifs petition before the Execulive were suspended,
in conséquence of having received notice from
the -céunsel of ‘the prisoner that they were about
to make application to the Supreme Court for a
writ of etror to be issued in his case, on account of
certain alleged irregulurities, which had been dis- |
covered in the course of the proceedings against
him.  The application was heard before the full
Court, and overruled. .
In the opinion of the Court upon that appli-
cation pronounced by the Chief Justice, all the
proceedings in the case are declared to be ac-
cording to established judicial forms and the laws
of the Commonwealth. . ‘
On the — day of , and before the question
on the writ of error had been settled by the Court,
the Rav. Dr. Putnam, for the prisoner, asked to
be permitted to withdraw the petition which had
been presented to the Governor and Council for
farther consideration. This tequest was complied
. with by the Governor and- Couneil, and the
petition in a day or two was handed to Dr..
Patnam. ;i o , :
On the first day of Julf, Dr: Putnam placed in,
the hands of the Governor, another petition, |
signed by the prisonér, nsking for a cemmutation
of his sentence. - . ]




ferred to the commiltee oif pardgng, BOU oI
day Dr. Pulnath appeared before them and made
s siatenent which he said was authorized by thie

risoner, in which the prisoner admitted that he

illed Dr. P. at the time and place charged a-
gainst him, but denied that the act was premedi-
tated, He narrated what the prisoner declared,
to ba the manner of killing, and described min-|
utely the niode ‘and process in which thoe body of}|
Dt. Parkman was disposed of after death. -

The prisoner ulleges that the “sgingle blow with
a stick of wood, two feet' long and_two inches
thick,”” by which Dr. Parkman was killed, was
given by him in a moment when **he was excit-
ed to the highest degree of passion,” and **while
Dr. Parkman was spesking and gesticulating in
the most vialent andimenacing manner, thrusting
ihe letter and his fist in his face; that in his fury,
he seized whatever thing was handiest, ‘and that.
was a stick of wood, and dealt to him a blow,
with all the force that passion could give, and
that he did not know, nor think, ' nor care where |
he sbhonld hit him, nor how hard, nor what the ef-
fect would be.” [ :

Upon this statement, and upon the other facts
proved upon the-trial, Dr..Putnam addressed the
1, compiltee at length, in un uble and impressive’
arganent, in favor of commuling';'lhe séntepce of
the court. A petition from the family of the pris-
oner was before the committee, and a largé num-
bey; -of. other petitions, some for & full pardon, and
others for a-.commutation were in the bends - of
the committes.. "Most of these petitions . were
from people, ‘men and women, in-other stales,
and generally placed their petition for a-remission
of initigationt af the santence, “an.the ground of
tho gremt dabts of the prisoner’s guilt:. The
com ittee gave threa hearings after the nreeting /
at Which Dr. Putnam addressed “‘ﬁ'"' and fisten-?
od .to those who desired to be heardin ajd of the’
prisoner’s petition-and in support of Dr. Putiram’s
views. BN

The commiltes on pardons, consistin, of the
Lieut. Govefnor and four Councillor;,‘i;%ler a fall
careful and ‘patient hearing of all that could be
offered by the friends of the prisouer, and by.oth-
ers who.were pleased to be heard in his- behalf,
cawe to the nnanimous opinion that there were
ho-sufficient réasons to justify them: in recom-
nending the interposition of executive cleméncy. |

They recommended that the Governor be ad-
vised ta have.the sentence of the law, as pro-
nounced by .the court, carried into effsct on the
30th day of August next: S

The council, with but one exception, concur-
red with the report of the committee, and advis-
ed the Governor to carry out the sentence of
the'court ug recommended by them.

[n carefully gud anxiously examining and cou-

sidering the case, 1 do not feel authorized by any
considerations which have been presented to my
mind, to set asitle the deliberate verdict of the
jury, arrest the solemn decree of the law as pro-
nounced by the highest judicial tribunal of the
commionwealih, and disregard the opinion and ad-
vise of the council. " If the circunistances of the.
killing, ad stated by the prisoncr,are taken to' be
true, il may well-be que- ioned whether the exec-:
wtive couneil conjd:interfere with the sentence,
without violating the settled laws of the Jand. _In
his charge ta.the jury i this case, the Chiof Jus-
tice says, *'1{ is a settled rule, that no prov.ca-
tion with ‘words only will justify a mortal blow.—
Then If upon'provoking language,'the parly in-
tentionally revenge-himsell with a mortul blow, it
ia unquestionably murder.”’ ;
. The only new fact brought to light as 1o the'
killing depends upon the word.of the prisoner. It
will hardly be ‘pretended by any one that the de-
" Glaration of & person under sentence of death
shou)d be permitted to outwsigh the doings of the
court and jury, und rescue: him from the conse-
quences which ara to follow their proceedings. It
js candidly stated by Dr. Putnam, in his able ar-
-guiment, and by several of the petitions presented
in favor of commutation, received since’ his coii-
fession, that, standing as he does, tho word of the
prisoner iw entitied to no credit. )
If the ciréumstances ‘disclosed on the trial are
relied on to support his statement, the reply ‘is,
that thése circumstanges were urged in his favor
belorg. the jury, and they have decided egainst
him. ‘The facts of this uppalling case are before
the world; they will hereafter fill one of the gloo-
iniest pages in the record of crime among civil-
1zed men, : ~
! luis undisputed, that on the 23d day of No-

i yember, 1849, John White Webster, a professor |-

in Hgiv'fs}d Uniyenity, and in'the Medical Cql-
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lege in Boston, did at mid-day in his room, in
that college, within a few feet of the place where
he daily stood and delivered sqjentific lecipres.of
a large class of young ghengaith unlawinl 0-
len¢# take tha life of JJE G i
spectable clifzen of Bbp&n %l
room at thie.repeated réquest.-of the said
and that after taking his life, he eviscerated and
in a manner most shocking to humanity, mutila-
ted the body_of hjs victim, burning parts of it in
a furnace, and depositing other parts of itin dif-
ferént places in the building, where they were
found by persons who ‘were seeking afier Dr.
Parkman; that aftetr: killing him,-he:tcbbed" kis
lifeless creditor, by taking from him two notes or
hand, signed by himself, to which he had no right
and committed still. another -crime, by making
Tulse marks upon those notey; and that a jury o
his country, elnpanheile? according to law, unde;
the direction of four of the five eminent Judges
constituting the Supreme Court of Massachusetts
after a long, patient, and impartial trial, aud #ftet
hearing in his defence the argumeuts of:learned
and eloquent counsel, upoii their oaths feund him
guilty of murder. - Lo R

Upon that veirdict, the Cotirt pronounced , the
awful sentence of death. In such-a case there
should be obvious and conclusive: rédzons to - au-
thorize the pardoning powet to_interpose and ar-
rest the sword of justice, 1 do notsee these rea-
sous. The'cembined circumstances of the epse
force mo to the conclasion, that the safety of the
comnunity, the inviolability of law, and the prin-
ciple of impartial justico demand execution of the
sentence. B : -

I hope it is not necessary for me to 'say that it
would have given me unspeakable pleasure. to
come to & different résult, and that I would :do
anything on earth.in iy power, short of violating
duty, to ulleviate tha sufferings of .a crushed and
broken heartod family. = GEO. N. BRIGGS.

Council Chamber, 19th July, 1850. :

We learn that the mmember of the Council who
voted iu the negative. was. Mr. Copeland of Rox-
bury. - - ‘

_Tur Qenpar cwn Poveanr __'rh—n [
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BOSTON TRAGEDY.

Details of Prof Webster's Execution, ‘

2xccution of Professor Webstor, !

By Honse's Telegraph from Syracase,

Boxrox, August 30—8 o’clock A. M.
The most intense excitement provails in this |
city, and strangers by handreds are pouring in.— ;
‘I'he strests. house-tops, and all available places, |
are alive with people anxiously awailing the ox-
ecution, which it i3 said will take place about]
uine o'clock. I understand that an awning will’
be susprnded over the scatiold. :
Ten o'clock A. M. [
i
H

Prof. Wrsstrr was executed at 20 minuates be-
fore 10 o’clock. The family paid their nusual.week-
Iy visit yesterday afternoon. They entered his
cell at 2 o’clock and remained with him until a
quarter to 7. A large body of people watched
them as they went away, and it was with diffienl-
ty that a passage could bo made for them to pass |
through the crowd. Neither Mrs. W., nor her
daughters, oxhibited any extraordinary emotion,
being, porhaps, still in ignorance of the day of ex-
ecution. Yet it seems incredible that they could
not have heard what was so notorious, or that at
this last parting he could be silent respecting his
ond.

Mr. Somier and Rev. Mr. Purnam were with
him in the morning and during the former partof
the visit of his famuly. Ofticer Jonn C. LiEien-
ton, Clerk of the jail, and Constable Epwarn J.
Jonxs were selected to watch tho prisoner during
the night although there was little apprehension
that he would commit enicide. ‘T'he precaution,
however, iz usnal.,  Mr. Josgs was the officer who
attended I'rof. 17ebster through the scene, and
like Lzrcuroy, was congpicucus for his kindness
and attendance to the unfortunate man from the

proceedings 1o the juil yard until the execution.—
Last night Dr. Pursyan remained about two hours
with Prol. W, in devout exercises

When the forimer had left, Dr. Websicr con-
tinued his devotions, and at times conversed with
counsiderable freedom with the officers in attend-
ance, fully conscious of his doom. He more than
onco remarked that he had had a perfect dread
and borror of the thought of being hung, but he
had outlived it, and he had no fear, but was per-
fectly and fully prepared to meet his fate.

His appearance during the night seemed to
confinu his statement in regard to his being rec-
onciled and resigned to his fate. His hcalth re-
mainod good and in his spirit he was calm.—
About 12 o’clock he fell asleep and rerained so
until half.past four.

On awaking, hg maintained the usuai calm-
ness, and partook of a tolerable broakfast. He
had apparently not lost any flesh during his con-
finemont, but if any thing had gained.

The erection of the gallows was commenced at
day-light, and was completed at 8 o’clock. Par-
suant to a requisition made by High Sheriff Eve-
L.ETH, a force of 125 mcn, consisting of 100 policg
men and watchmen and 25 constables, was de-
tailed for guard duty—the latier and 25 of the po-
Jice being stationed in the yard and the remain-
ing 75 outside.  The position of the scaffold in the
centre of the yard was more open to the view of
outsiders than it would have been in any other
spot, giving perhaps double the view which was
afforded at the execution of Washington Goode,

This change from the northwest corner of the
centre of the yard shut off the view from the di-
rection of Wall street, but it did not diminish the
extensive view of the rear of the buildiug on

Lowell street, and added extensively to the view

fromn Leveret streett.

Officers of Suffolk.—-Present High Sheril’ Ev-
rLeTH, Dept. Sherif W. Freemar, J. Pratr, E
Ruca, Brss. Batky, J. Cosury. Froam Middle-
sex Co.—High Sherif CuaspLer, Dept. Sheriff
D. SumxER, of Charleston, and A. Smitu of Wat-
ertown. At 8o’clock the witnesses invited by the
High Sherif and the authorities of the State began
to come in making in all about 125.

At 10 minutos before 9 High Sheril EviLkrn
ealled the names contained in the list of witness-
es. He then said they had assembled by his in-
vitation ns Jawful witnesses of the exccution of
John 1.7, Webstcr.
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e Trequested them 10 Keep order during the
solemn ceremonies. The company then formed
in column two by two, and visited the prisoner’s
cell, where the Rev. Dr. Purxam offered prayer.
The hall leading to the cell was full of psople, but
the utmost stillness and solamnity prevailed. The
witnesses retired to the yard and surrounded the
scaffold.

At 20 minutes to 10, High Sherif Everern, at-
tended by Deputies CoBurx, Frerxuan and Ruaa,
also, by other gentlemen, among whom was Dr.
Purvam, proceeded to the cell, and in a few min-
utes thereafter conducted the prisoner to the scaf-
fold.

[Here the Morse line from Boston gave out.]

Execution of Prof. Webster.

From the Springtield Republican of Maturday,

The sentenc e of death upon Professor John W.
Webster, convicted of the murder of Dr. George
Parkman, wes executed according to the forms
of law, in the jail yard at Boston, Friday forenoon
August 30.

From the Boston evening papers of Friduy, we
gather the following additional incidents and
scenes, attending this melancholy and notable
affair.  We cull from the Transcripi, Journal and
Traveller, respectively...

His seretiity he said was established on ruligions
conviction. ke alluded to the ceremony of his
execution and remarked that il he faltered it
would be through no fear of dying, through no
effect upon him of the horrible surroundings and

‘| accompaniments of his doom ; but because of

his misgivings as to the efficacy of his own re-
pentence, as to the future to which he was going;
because of the ** clouds *’ that might come over
his spirit at last. He hoped, however, that he
should bear up-—arranged that he should be tied
by Mr. Aundrews in pre%oreuce to any other officer
—and said that he expected to be tranquil during
the night, although he might not sleep.

After Mr. Putnam retired, Prof. Webster re-.
sumed his reading of the Scriptures, which he
alternated with an inward and inaudible prayer
during which the two officers ‘preserved perfect
silence. Occasionally he would close tho Bible,
and burying his face in his hands, seem wrapt in
supplication and thoughit,

The prisoner retired a litile past 12, and was
in a sound sleep a little bofore 1 this A. M. He
slept till 6 o’clock, woke calm and refreshed, and
maintained perfect serenity and sell-possession.
He ate a hearty breakfast, drank two mugs of
tea, smoked a segar, and passed the balance of
his supply of segurs to the officers in attendance
with whom he conversed cheerfully and freely.

In the evening of Thuraday, officers Jones and
Leighton were present in the cell, by the Sherifi’s
orders. Dr. Autnam wished more privacy, and
the matter was finally compromised by dismissing
the officets, and having Mr, Gustavus Andrews, |
the Jailor, alone present. Of this interview we
cannot say much. There was no confession con-
tradictory of that ulreadi; wnade by the prisdner.—
Prof, Webster declared "himself willing to die on
the galiows, as *‘a partial expiation of thka greal
wrong he had done to society.*’

The devotional exercises in the cell, just previ-
ous to the execution, were very impressive. The
invited witnesses were present, and Dr. Webster
knelt in the centre of his room.  When gilence
had been restored, Dr. Putnam, standing|m the
door of the cell, addressed the I'hrone of| Grace .
in'" a brief and impressive manner, invoking'
God’s Holy Spirit to accept the repentancé of the :
fellow-being who was about to be sent .info His |
presence, and- ‘beseeching thatit might|be sin-
cere. He also prayed that the hope of forjivness
which the prisoner had been permitted to ! enter-
tain might be realized; that strength from on '
High might sustaip and supporthis family, that
their days on earth might be ¢rowned with bless-
ings, and when time with them should be no
more, that they all might meet and again be uni-
ted in Heaven. 'He also invoked the blesping .of
the Almighty upon- the family who had been
brought:to suffer from the sins of ‘the prishner.—
Hé prayed that the' ministers of the law nfight be
sustained’ in‘the performance of the painfyl™ diity
required of theam, and. that the scenes pf that
hour might be sanctified to all who' - witndased it.
Dr. Putnom concluded his prayer by eommitting
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that he might be numbered with the redeemed
of the Lord.

The eriminal dropped between soven and eight
feet, probably breaking his neck bone euntizely off.
During one or two minutes after he fell, there
was a very perceptible shrapging of the shonld-
ders, occasioned by the sudden contraction of tho
muscles.  His feet were also drawn up once be-
tween twoand threo inches. With these pxcep-
tions, there was no other observable struggling.
After remaining suspended just halfan hour Drs.
Henry G. Clark and Cha:les H. Stedman exam-
ined th: body and informing the sheriff tfmt life
i was extinct, that officer so declared it to tho wit-
[ nesses and spectators, and et the same time
"thanked the witnesses in the name of the, Com-
monwealth for attending and. niding the officers
of the law in the painfui duty which had just been
periormed. :

A choap black coffin was then brought out and
placed nnder the seaflold and the body lowored in-
wit. Therape was then unloosed and | taken
from his neck and the cover put 02 the coffin,.—
1t was then removed to an apartment connected
wlth the jail, where it will remain till this even-
ing when, under the charge of a sexton of; Cam-
bridge, it will be taken to the residence of his
family, and from thence to Mcunt Auburn, where
it will bo deposited in the family tomb.

Hundreds of psople stood upon Leverette street
opposite the juil with the sun pouring down upqn

theu, gazing at the massy walls of the jail build- :

ing, not being able to obtain the slightest glimpse
of the execution. g

The roofs of the houses on Leverett st. and the
windows wero filled with spectaters, one of whom
we saw making use of a ship’s spy glass to, view
the scene. On Cotling st., and in the littlg lanes
that run from it to the jail yard, was also a large
and excited crowd, and such was the eagerness
of individuals to witness the scene, that they had
no scruples in forcibly entering dwellings in the
vicinity for that purpose. We saw  two o1 three
young men ascend to the roof of a three story
house by the spout, at imminent hazard of life
and limb, for this purpose. At another house en-
trance was effected by a number through a, cellar
door and it was with the greatest difficulty that
the proprietor, aided by his family, could prevent
the mob from taking forcible possession.

All the roofs and windows of neatly,every
house in the ¥icinity, that commended thé least
view of the jail yard were crowded, yet ng com-
plete view could be had of them, except from
the uppor windows of houses in Lowell etreet.
The doors of these houses were besieged by
throngs, who used every weans—both persua-
sive aud forcible—to obtsin adunission. Mest of
the inhabitants of the street closed and locked their
doors and windows, on one which we noticed a
placard which rbad, **Not at howe; L am no friend
of hanging.” Policemen guarded many of the
back doors and rear entrances to these dwellings.

In one instance a lock of a dwelling in this
street was picked by some of the **professional
gentry”” who were present, by the aid of a file,
knife and wire, and eome hall dozen effected an
eutrance before the acl was discovered by the
person left in charge of the housq. At another,
a boarding house, a .mechanic returned to his
breakfast. being unable by reason of the crowd to
obtain admittance at the door, a window was
opened for him, but as he got in by that mode he
was closely followed by two of the crowd, be-
fore the casement could be closed.

Oue individual, in sheer desperation at the en-
lreaties and enquiries with which he was pes-
tered, flung open the doors of his house on Cause-
way-street to the crowd, hundreds of whom pass-
ed through it to the roof, where, however, only a
partial view of the top of the gallows could “be
obtained. There was quile a number of females
among the spectators, at the windows and upon
the roofs, andtheir convulsive start announced, to
spectators outside the momont when the last
dread act was performed. X

T'he crowds in the streels were eomposed of all
classes, well dressed men and women standing in
throngs, without the slightost possible chance of
witnessing the scene, old and young men, clerks,
laborers, negroos, and many of the Jower dregs of
sooiety. While the carringes and other vehicles
thatstood in the vicinity, were evidence that the
curiosity of many had brought them from some
distance. -

The crowd as a general thing was quiet and or-
derly, and no act of violence or disorder wag com-
mitted, save thal of entering the houses as men-
tioited above. Such, however, was the desire to
obtain a view ot the execution that considerable

sume were obtained for an opportunity, and we

- - om o -




WOTO WItHo

viduul to an officer if the latter wounld obtain him
an admission lo the scene. Tho officer of course
would not listen to any sueh proposul.

The crime for which Dr. Webster suffered was
cominitted on the 23d of November, 1849. e
was arrosted on the 30th of November, and had
thns been in confinenient for nine months.

Tho persons upon the scaflold were Rev. Dr.
Putnam, Sheril Bveleth, Deputy Sherifs Free-
man, Ruge and Cobura, Jailer Andrews and Juil
Officer Holmes.

Professor Webster left no special communica-
tion for the public, nor did he retract to the last
any statement made in hig confession to Mr. Puat-
nan. )

He has, howevor, left a number of letters, ud-
dressed to various parties; und somo of them may
bs hereafter communicated for publication.

Quite a number of applications have been tade

1o see the prisoner during the lust two weeks.—
Clergyyien from variops parts of the county have
sought an interview; and he hasreceived numer-
ous letters of an admonitory orcousoling nature.
The interyiews he has, in most instances, declin-
!ed. The lelters he has read. Indeced, through-
{ out his imprisonment, he has kept up his interest
iin outward affairs, although his thoughts have
! soemned to be mainly devoted to studies and med-
| itutions appropriate to his situation.
i The painful tusk remains to inform the suffer-
or's family that their husband and father is no
more. It will be done in the course of the day
by Mrs. Wm. El. Preseott, und will not, we think,
take them nliogether unaware, as they must have
Thad painful suspicions latterly that his time was
near at hand.

Escarep rrom Jarn.—On the 21st inst. a wo-
’ man by the name of Deborah Fullér, alias Right-
l¢r, alias Carpenter, alias Carter, escaped from
l the jailin this village by means of false koys.
She had been confined in jail some three months
on suspicion of having murdeied one Mrs. Right-
or, wits of Hiram Righter, of the town of kuph-
ratah in the month of August, 1849, and in Sep-
tember following she wau married to said Rigiit-
er, the husband of the deceased woman. Right-
or had been at work from home and when he ro-
turned he brought this woman, Deborah, home
with him, and within a short time after the wife

sowe liltls circumstancies, wntil in May last when
the body of the deceased woman was disinterred
and a post morten oxamination had, the stom
P ach taken to the city of Albany and analized by
_ various tests, as we avre informed, and found to
to contain argenic, This woman was then ar-
rested and comnmitied to jail toawait the sitting of
the Court in September next.

She made her escape abont mid-day. The
Sheriff was absent {rom home, and the woman
of the houso carried the prisoner’s dinner to the
door of the prison and handed it to the prisoner,
wlo prelemrad to be very sick; by this means
she induced the woman to go down stairs for some
mnedicine for her imurediately. ‘The prison door
| being locked, and the woman who returned for
lthe medicine supposing it not possible for her to
| ggcape, left the stair door open, prepared the
i medicine and when siie returned the prison door
wad unlocked and the prisoner gone. Itis sup-
posed slis must have had accomplices, from the
fact that she could not have got a key without,
and that no track hasbeen got of her since her
escape. Sheriff Potter offers one hundred dol-
lars reward for her apprehension, or for infor-.
matioan where he may jget possgssion of her. The
accused is a tall person, from 35 to 40 years of
age, dark eyes, vory dark brown hair, not a very
full eye, rather dark: complexion, broad fore-
fipad, middling high ¢ heek bones and sharp chin,
can be very affable and easy, and is, withal, a
shrewd woman. Her 13ative place is Worcester,
Mass., and her maiden name wes Deborah Car-
ter.—Fulton Co. Demo:jrat.

of Righter died. Suspicions at once rested on
this woman Deborah, which were increased by
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